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INQUIRY INTO THE CAUSES OF “ BRUIT DE 
sourrLer”™ AND “‘ PREMISSEMENT CA- 
TAIRE.” 

By D. J. Corrican, M.D., Lecturer on 
the Institutes and Practice of Medicine, 
one of the Physicians of the Sick Poor 
Institution, Dublin. 

* Upon a particular and general view oy“ 
instances, some quality or rty is to is- 
covered, on which the Datyre of the ‘thi in ques- 
tion depends, and which may continually be present 
or absent, and always i and d with 
that nature,” 
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Iw an article on aneurism of the aorta, in 
the Number of this Journal for February 7, 
I mentioned, in the relation of a case of 
that di » two ph as constantly 
present, bruit de sow and fremisse- 
ment cataire. These phenomena, which up 
to the present time have baffled inquiry into 
their causes, I hove had frequent and fa- 
vourable opportunities of examining, and in 
compliance with my promise at the end of 
the article alluded to, I now give the result 
of my observations. 

Laennec, after detailing a number of ex- 
periments, and going through some elaborate 
reasoning, comes to the conclusion, that 
bruit de is owing to a true spas- 
modic contraction of the heart or arteries— 
that it is the product of a simple spasm.* 

His are, that, in cases which had | 
presented bruit de soufflet there was ob- 
served, on examination after death, no one 
constantly concomitant lesion or change of 
structure, with which to connect it—that, 
on the coatrary, all the arterial tunics were 
frequently found in a healthy state—more- 
over, that between this peculiar sound, and 
the sound produced by muscular fibres in 
action, there is the closest similarity. On 
these grounds, he asserts that the pheno- 
menon depends upua spasm ; the sound heard, 
being, as in the case of sound from muscular 
action, produced by this spasm, no trace 


* Vide Traité de l’Auscultation Mediate, 
vol. ii. pp. 429, 453, 
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the diseased action, of course, remaining 
after death. 

The first of these proofs, namely, the ab- 
sence of any one coustantly accompanying 
change of structure, or even of any change 
of structure, is merely negative. It does not 
authorise the conclusion that Laennec de- 
duces from it. It proves, it is true, that the 
phenomenon may exist without a change of 
structure, but it does not prove, that, there- 
fore, spasm is its cause, Only in conjunc- 
tion with the succeeding proof, namely, the 
similarity of sounds, can the first be ad- 
mitted as at all supporting the conclusion. 

To the second proof we shall therefore 
turn, and some of the objections to it I 
shall take from Laennec’s own book. He 
relates several cases, in which bruit de 
soufflet was accompanied by, or produced, 
sounds, with intervals of a tone or semi-tone 
between them, Were bruit de soufflet and 
muscular noise one and the same, arising 
from one and the same cause, we should na- 
turally expect that muscular noise would 
produce or be accompanied by something 
similar ; yet, in all the experiments made 
by Erman and Laennec, there is no notice 
of any such variety of sound. Had it ex- 
isted, a coincidence which could have been 
adduced as so strong a confirmation of the 
uth of his theory would not have been 
passed over in silence by Laennec. Listen 
as long as you will to muscular noise, you 
hear the same rolling murmur, but never an 
approach to any thing like musicel tones. 
Again, the bruit de soufflet of an artery re- 
sembles, occasioually, the ringing of a me- 
tallic cord, which vibrates for a long time 
after it has been touched, “la resonnance 
dune corde metallique qui vibre longue- 
ment aprés avoir été touchée.”’ The mus- 
cular noise is never thus described by 
Laennec, but compared to the rolling of a 
carriage in the distance, ‘‘ un bruit analogue 
a celui d’un voiture qui roule dans le 
lointain.” The one is ever a soft, rolling 
murmur, like that of a sea-shell, the other 
frequently a distinctly vibrating sound. I 
have chosen the very words of Laennec, in 
order to show, that even while he considered 
the two sounds identical, he (by the differ- 
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2 I-R. CORRIGAN ON BRUIT DE SOUFFLET 


ence of terms employed in describing them) (it, and the sound instantly ceases. In no 
unconsciously admitted a difference between experiment on the naked arterial truvk have 
them, notwithstanding. | its fibres been thrown into action at all re- 
Muscular noise is produced not by intense sembling that of a muscle. Haller could 
muscular action, but by the very reverse. | not, nor could Bichat, discover in an artery 
When a musele is thrown into a state of a response to any stimulds, How hard to 
spastic contraction in maintaining a fixzed| allow that mere with the finger 
— against an acting force, the muscu- | will effect what no other stimulus can. 
ar noise is not heard. Itis heard inthe’ In some cases, bruit de soufflet is perma- 
muscles of hysteri¢, nervous, irritable pa-|nent. In the ease of aneurism already 
tients. If a delicate boy be stripped to/ alluded to, it was never absent: in another 
examine his chest, the impression of cold|case under my care it has been present 
will produce a tremulous motion in the! (constant in some of the larger trunks, ) for 
fibres of the pectoral muscles, very per-| upwards of six months. ‘To suppose spasm 








ceptible both by the eye and hand, and the 
stethoscope will give the rolling muscular 
noise very distinctly. When a musele, as 
in trismus, is compressed into a hard ball, 
its fidres closely wedged together, it gives 
no sound. To produce it, the fasciculi 
must be, as in the weak and delicate, in free 


be be its cause, it would be necessary to 
lallow that s could continue uninter- 
| mitted for such a length of time. To allow 
this would be absurd. 

I have already objected to the error come 
‘mitted by Laennec, in founding a positive 
| conclusion upon evidence merely negative. 


and frequent motion. The sound does not} To atone for the deficiency, and to 
depend on the intensity of action in the! the position advanced, that bruit de sou 


muscle, but on the frequency and freedom 
with which its fibres move. The sound 
heard in an artery cannot have the same 
origin ; it is quite impossible to suppose any 
similar motion in the fibres of an arterial 
trunk ; even when aa artery is dead, and re- 
moved from the body, its fibrous filaments 
are more closely wedged together, form a 
more compact, hard mass than the living 
muscle of the s est man in the most 
energetic action.* It is, in other words, 
impossible to admit that the bruit de 
soufitet of an artery has the same origin as 
the bruit rotatoire of a muscle. 


| is owing to spasm, Laennec should ve 


{given some direct proof that the arterial 
| fibre, like the muscular, is capable of run- 
ning into spasm, or of at all performing 


| similar action. He gives not the slightest. 








* The experiments and reasoning of 
' Bicbat appear to me quite conclusive of the 
' non-muscularity of the arterial fibrous tunic. 
Hunter was an advocate of the muscularity 
‘of arteries; but, in his reasoning on this 
subject, as indeed on many others, there is 
|a strange want of accuracy. He confounds 
the capillary system with the arterial, and 


Experiment. — Apply the stethoscope | from observing properties in the one, as- 


under the outermost third of the clavicle,|signs them to the other. He argues from 
not allowing it to pass on the subclavion, | the capillaries evincing (as in the emotions 
In a strong healthy man, not agitated, the of fear, anger, shame, pleasure,) properties 
mere impulse of the diastole of the vessel is| resembling the muscular, that, therefore, 
felt. Now, compress the artery above the|the arteries or larger trunks possess the 
clavicle, so as to diminish the current of|same. He might as well argue from mus- 
blood through it; a loud bruit de soufftet is| cles evineing contractility, that, therefore, 
heard. Make strong pressure, so as effec- | tendons possess it ; for the claim tocommon 


tually to stop the flow of blood ; no sound is 
heard. If the sound in this experiment 
arise from the arterial tube being excited 
into muscular action by the stimulus of the 
ae pe why does it cease when the stimu- 
us is inereased? If it be owing to spasm, 
it should be expected to continue at least 
some short time after the stimulus has been 
removed ; or the artery b ing ti 

ed to the pressure, if continued, its effect 
as a stimulus should cease. Neither takes 
place. Press as often and as long as you 
will, while the pressure is kept up at a 
proper degree, you have the bruit; remove 








* Le tissu musculaire est mou, lache, 


properties is the same in the one case as in 

the other, namely, continuity of substance. 

The two systems, arterial and capillary, are 

continuous, but differ in every other t, 

in anatomical character, in action, in func- 

tion. In the article ‘* Cireuletion,” (Dict. 

des Sciences Médicales,) written by Ler- 

minier, the distinction between them is laid 

down, perhaps for the first time, in a clear 
manner. Bichat assigns them different 

powers and ee cer but not as distinctly 

as he ought. e objection made above to 

Hunter's reasoning, applies equally to that of 
Drs. Philip, Hastings, and Thompson, infer- 
ring rties of the arteries, properly so 
called, from experiments on the 


et fort extensible ; le tissu arteriel, - con-| Bostock speaks on this subjectin such a 
traire, ferme et solide, se rompt plutét que| manner, that it is impossible to apprehend 
de ceder."— Bichat, Anat, Ctntrale, his meaning. 
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AND FREMISSEMENT CATAIRE. 3 


asserts that the urethra, gall ducts, &c. 
mauscular, and hence infers that so may 
the arteries. This is but an argument 
snslogy, in all cases objectionable, but 

80 , founded too on a 

It is obviously too weak to 
a moment in replying to it. 

The second phenomenon, fremissement 
¢ataire, Laennee declares to be more in- 
explicable than the former, and that with 
all his research he has been unable to dis- 
cover the cause of it. He talks of its being 
a modification of nervous influence, of its 
depending, perhaps, upon electricity ; but 
it would seem as if he had himself felt the 
want of meaning of the one supposition, and 
the folly of the other, for he dwells but 
lightly on either. The case, already alluded 
to, of aneurism, gave me frequent opportu- 
nities of examining both phenomena. Over 
the aneurism, bruit de soufflet was so loud, 
that, from its intensity, I first formed my 
opinion of the nature of the disease. Press- 
ing the finger between the cartilages of the 
second and third ribs, fremissement cataire, 
was also evident; and both phenomena, 
which were present also in the carotids and 
subclavian, became more distinct as the dis- 
ease advanced. 

In proceeding with this inquiry, it is ob- 

& matter of prime importance that 
there should be no doubt that the sensation 
felt in this particular instance was the iden- 
tieal fremissement described by Laennec. 
From the description, as given by him, there 
could scarcely be a doubt: Laennec him- 
self, however, removes even the shadow of 
it. Corvisart, in laying down the symptoms 
of aneurismi of the aorta, says, it sometimes 
produces a bruissement, or rustling, sensible 
to the hend placed about the middle or top 


got35 


u 


of the sternum. The sensation felt in the! 


in the heart, or in an artery, without bruit 
de soufflet existing equally,” and that 
emissement is never present without 
the other. Bruit de soufflet is, however, 
sometimes present, without /remisse- 
ment, and on this he founds his objection 
to their identity. His argument is, that the 
two phenomena cannot be identical, cannot 
be owing to the same origin, because bruit 
de soufflet is sometimes present alone. He 
expected that, were they identical, the two 
sensations should always correspond. In 
reasoning thus, he forgets the immense dif- 
ference in delicacy of perception between 
the two senses; that the sense of hearing is 
infinitely more acute than the sense of feel- 
ing ; that an impression may exist to an in 
tensity sufficient to affect both senses, or 
may be so slight in degree as to be per. 
ceived only by the moreacute. The roar of 
an organ will send through the thickest wall 
a thrill to the sense of touch; the weak 
breathing of the same tone will be perceiv- 
able by the ear alone. The occasional ab- 
sence of the thrill does not prove that the 
thrill and sound have different origins ; 
neither does the occasional absence of fre - 
missement prove, that it and bruit de soufftet 
arise from differentsources. Whether both 
senses shall be affected, or only one, de- 
pends solely upon the intensity of the im- 
pression. The thrill from an organ is never 
present without its roar, fremissement 
is never perceived without it de souf- 
¢, and, ‘‘in almost all cases, bruit de 
souffiet is much better marked, and more 
prominent (plus saillant) than fremisse- 
ment cataire.”” ‘This is precisely what we 





should, a priori, lay down, that the sensa- 
tion to the duller sense should never be 
perceptible without the other; and that 
where the two are present together, the 


ease under my care was, beyond a question, | sensation to the acuter sense should be the 
is bruissement ; 


; and Laewnec, speaking of 
this tom mentioned by Corvisart, says, 
“ce ent n’est autre chose que le 
fremissement cataire.” There can be then 
no doubt as to the particular sensation felt 
being the of Laennec. 

Before proceeding to ascertain upon what 
bruit de soufftet immediately depends, or to 
what fremissement is owing, I think it ne- 
cessary to say a few words upon the relation 
which the two phenomena bear to one 
another, and to examine whether the opi- 
nion of Laennec, that they are not iden- 
tical, be correct—or whether my view be 
well founded, that the two phenomena ave 
identical, being but an impression in the one 
instance on the sense of hearing, in the 
other, on that of touch ; and only acquiring a 

name, as perceived by the one 
sense or thé other. 


more striking. Were fremissement, the sen- 


sation on the duller sense, to be present 
without bruit de soufflet, the sensation per- 
ceptible only by the more acute, then, in- 
deed, might it be said that the two sensa- 
tions had different origins. The sound 
(bruit de soufflet) exists alone, or is accom- 
panied with the thrill (fremissement,) but 
the thrill is never felt without the sound. 

Laennec’s objection to the identity of 
bruit de soufflet and fremissement is, there- 
fore, not only without weight, but in that 
very objection there is a strong proof of 
their identity. 

It might, apparently, be raised as an ob- 
jection to the identity of the two pheno- 
mena, that bruit de soufflet, even when in 
the most intense de , is sometimes pre- 
sent without any Frembinment. It might 
be said, that did the two phenomena de- 
pend on the one cause, when that cause, 





Laennec admits, that “ nothing is more 
rare than to find fremtissement catuire 


whatever it be, is sufficient to produce very 
Be 
















4 BRUIT DE 


loud bruit de soufflet, it ought to produce, at 
least, some slight fremissement. If fat, 
fluid, or depth of substance, or other obsta- 
cles, exist between the heart, or artery, and 
the surface, they will interfere very much 
with the conveyance of an impression to 
the organ of touch, thus obscuring, or in- 
tercepting, the thrill, while, at the same 
time, they will act as conductors to the sense 
of sound, conveying bruit de soufflet most 
distinctly. Thusloud bruit de soufflet may 
be wey in the arch of the aorta, without 
any Sremissement being felt. The interven- 
ing lung will convey thé sound, but not the 
thrill. Should the arch, however, become 
so much dilated as to come in contact with 
the parietes, then accompanying /remisse- 
ment is felt. ‘Ihe existence of even loud 
bruit de souffict, without any, even slight, 
Sremissement, is, therefore, no proof of the 
non-identity of the two phenomena. 

I have not given here all my reasons for 
considering the two phenomena identical ; 
they will unfold themselves as we proceed, 
I have only made the observations necessary 
to prove that Laennec’s objection is with- 
out weight. Having satisfactorily answered 
that objection, and, moreover, proved that 
itis even a strong proof of the truth of my 
view, I may now proceed to inquire into the 
origin of these phenomena, whether the 
cause of them is a vital or physical one; 
and whether an explanation can be given of 
the anomalous circumstances under which 
they are frequently met. 

In conducting this inquiry, the inductive 
method is obviously the best; to collect 
the varied, and seemingly opposite, in- 
stances in which the phenomena are ob- 
served, and then to ascertain if, “ upon a par- 
ticular and general view of all the instances, 
some quality or property is to be discovered, 
on which the nature of the thing in ques- 
tion depends, and which may continually 
be present or absent, and always increase 
and decrease with that nature.” 

Before going into those instances, it is, 
however, necessary to say a few words on 
the manner in which the blood moves. 
When the arteries are fully distended, when 
the heart acts equally and regularly, the en- 
tire column of blood is, at each pulsation, 
propelled from bebind, as if it were one solid 
mass.* That such is the movement of the 








* It may be said, that this assertion is 
not strictly true, since it is a well-known 
fact in hydraulics, that when a column of 
fluid is moving through a tube, the circular 
stratum of particles in contact, all round, with 
the sides of the tube, is delayed by the fric- 
tion and attraction of the a of the tube. 
The arteries are lined by a membrane so 
exquisitely smooth, that the friction be- 
tween it and the fluid must be almost no- 


SOUFFLET. 


blood, is proved by this, that each impulse 
of the left ventricle, instead of travelling on- 
ward, is felt at the instant of its being made 
in the extreme trunks of the arterial system. 
This is very different from the motion of an 
ordinary current. In the latter, an impulse 
at the source travels onward, The parti- 
cles that constitute the body of stream move 
at very different rates, those at the centre 
with the greatest velocity, and at varying 
degrees of rapidity as they recede from it, or 
may meet with utatiees a compound mo- 
tion is thus produced, a movement of the 
whole mass forward, and with it an inces- 
sant, irregular motion of the constituent 
particles, within themselves, and against the 
sides of the conduit or channel, In the liv- 
ing body, in rude health, the arteries bein 
always quite full and equally distended, an 
the heart's action being regular, the blood 
cannot assume this motion of a current, 
but must ever move in the way already 
described. 

If by any cause the regularity of the 
heart’s motion be interfered with, or the full 
and equal distention of the arteries obstruct- 
ed, the motion of the blood then becomes 
that of a current, and, at the same instant, 
bruit de soufflet and fremissement cataire 
become evident. 

When an artery is pressed upon, as in the 
experiment above related, the phenomena 
are developed, the motion of the blood 
in the artery immediately beyond the con- 
stricted part (looking from the heart) is no 
longer as before. small stream is now 
rushing from a narrow orifice into a wider 
tube, and continuing its way through sur- 
rounding fluid. The motion is that of a 
current; the sides of the artery, instead of 
being acted upon by a body of ‘Tuid moving 
forward, almost as a solid mass, receive the 
impulse of a stream whose particles are in 
motion with different degrees of velocity. 
The rushing of the fluid is combined with a 
** trembling of the artery,”* and the sensa- 
tion to the organ of cont is the 7 
ment of Laennec, the bruissement of Cor- 
visart, and, to the sense of hearing, bruit de 
soufftet. 

in aneurism the phenomena are present. 
In aveurism, the natural size of the vessel 





thing. The attraction between the blood 
and it must be almost as little ; for when an 
artery, through which blood has just passed, 
is examined, not a particle is found to have 
adhered to the sides. The friction and at- 
traction,, then, are so trifling, as not to 
be worth taking into account. 

* En touchant du doigt l’artere, on recon- 
naissait que le son etait lié a un free 
missement de l’artere qui dans ses diastols, 
semblait venir frotter en vibrant l’extremité 
du stethoscope.—Laennec, vol, ii. p. 425. 
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bears the same relation to the cavity of the | given, the two phenomena were intense in 
sac that the constricted part of the artery in | degree, and they could be felt, even to de- 
the experiment above bears to the undi-|monstration, to be dependent on the motion 
minished calibre beyond, and the effect on | of the blood, its eddy or whirl, and the con- 
the blood’s motion is the same. ‘he parietes | sequent vibration of the parietes of the 
which receive the impulses are of much | sac. 
greater magnitude, so are the sound and| The phenomena in all these cases are 
thrill intense in proportion. In narrowing | most plainly perceived when the current- 
of the auricule-ventricular communication in | like motion of the blood is strongest, in the 
the heart, the narrowed opening, and the | experiment of pressing on the artery upon 
cavity of the ventricle, bear the same rela-|each impulse of the heart—in the aneu- 
tion to one another, as the constricted and | rismal sac, also upon each impulse—in nar- 
free portion of the artery in the experiment, | rowing of the valvular communications of 
and as the natural-si vessel, and the sac|the heart, upon each contraction of the 
of the aneurism. ‘The effect on the biood’s | auricle. 
motion is the same. The motion is convert-| In all the instances adduced, the quality 
ed into a stream, rushing from the narrowed | or property continually present or absent, 
part, and whirling within the ventricle, amo- | and always increasing and decreasing with 
tion very different from that which takes | the phenomena, is the change in the blood’s 
place into a natural-sized ventricle from a| motion, its moving as a current instead of 
full-sized valvular communication, is fully|its movement en masse. In accordance 
equal to that of the ventricle, so that the | with the best rules of philosophising, there- 
motion of the blood into it from the auricle | fore, am I justified in drawing the conclu- 
is a movement en masse, the particles in front| sion, that to this altered manner of the 
impelled all equally forward by the particles | blood’s motion are the phenomena owing. 
behind, the ventricle dilating for their recep- | It is present, no matter how other circum- 
tion; @ movement that cannot be continued | stances may vary, in all; increasing and 
when the valvular communication is narrow- | decreasing with the phenomena: when 
ed. In the healthiest heart, however, from | slight in degree, producing the sensation 
the ventricle dilating to receive the flowing | named bruit de soufflet; when of sufficient 
blood, there must be some slight whirling or | intensity, causing fremissement in addition. 
eurrent, and, accordingly, in the healthiest : 
heart there is some sound always accom- C78 hen 
panying its action. In dilatation of the ven- 
2 to ye — the sound is loud, and 
the degree of sound beers a proportion to the - * 
size of the ventricle, of pd a a the degree FOREIGN DEPARTMENT. 
in which this current-like motion exists, In sai 
simple dilation there is a loud, soft, diffused 
murmuring sound, from which bruit de 
soufflet ouly differs by its sharpness ; this - 
sharpness depending on the strouger but di-| ©&ON 70 THE BUREAU CENTRAL D’ap- 
minished current, and the lessextentof sur-| ™!5S!ON- 
face acted on. Mosr of our readers are probably aware, 
In slight narrowing of the valvular com- | that the Parisian hospitals are not, like those 
munications, bruit de soufflet is heard alone.) of London, under the management of pri- 
If the narrowing be cousiderable,* so that | vate individuals, but that most of them are 
the motion of the blood into the ventricle | supported by the government, and that all, 
becomes still more that of a current, pro-|even those originally founded by private 
ducing, of course, a corresponding increase | persons, (as the Hdpitaux Beaujon, Necker, 
of impulse ; fremissement, even through the | Cochin, &c.) are ander its control; asystem 
fleshy parietes of the heart, is then super-|which allows of their having a common 
added. In the case of aneurism already | focus, and being under the direction of the 
same authorities, viz. the Administration 
* «Le bruit de soufflet existe presque | Générale des Hopitaux et Hospices civils 
constainment dans le ceur chez les sujets|de la Ville de Paris; a board to which the 
atteints de retrecissement des orifices de|care uf all the hospitals belongs, as well as 
cet organe. Ce phenomene (fremissement|that of the institutions connected with 
cataire) s observe effectivement dans presque |them, such as the Pharmacie Centrale, 
tous Jes cas ou il y a un retrecissement wn} Bovlangerie Générale, Bureau des Nour- 
peu notable des orifices du ceur.—Il man- | rices, &c. This board occupies a large build- 
que presque toujours lorsque |l’induration | ing in the centre of the city, near the Hétel 
; n'est pas porteé assez loin pour obstrues| Dieu, containing a great number of offices, 
notablement les passages.” Laennec loc.|and meeting-rooms for the verious com- 
citat., vol. ii. mittees who assemble there weekly, One 
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of the most t ts is the 
Bureau Cen d@’Admission, which is 
under the direction of four physicians and 
surgeons, to whom every application for ad- 
mission into a hospital must be addressed, 
and who, after an examination of each 
applicant, determine which hospital is to 
receive him. In consequence ofthis method 
of distributing the patients, separate hospi- 
tals have been appropriated to particular 
diseases, as the Hopetal des Capucins for 
Syphilis, St. Louis for chronic exanthemata, 
&c. After the morning visits of the phy- 
sicians and surgeons in their wards, the 
steward (Agent de Surveillance) of every 
hospital makes his report to the Bureau 
Central, which is thus enabled to survey all 
the hospitals, and to have exact information 
as to the number of beds, which, at any 
time, may be disposed of. That such a con- 
trol as that of the Administration Générale 
is best adapted to check those abuses, which 
are so easily introduced into separate hos- 
pitals, and that it is especially advan. 
tageous in an economical point of view,* 
will but too clearly appear to any one, who 
draws a comparison between the hospitals 
of Paris and those of London. 

But this is not the only advantage which 
it offers; the study of medicine and surgery 
is also benefited by it, since it regulates the 
appointment of medical officers to the public 
institutions, Every year, in November, 
under its superintendence, a public exami- 
nation (concours) is held, to which every 
student is admitted, and in which a jury, 
consisting of two hospital physicians and 
three hospital surgeons, decides on the 
election of the candidates to the places of 
* dléves externes.” (On the * éleves ex- 
ternes” and “ internes,” at the French 
hospitals, vide No. 175 of Tne Lancer.) 
The examinations which the candidates 
have to undergo, are on anatomy, physio- 
logy, surgery, xc. Another ‘* concours” is 
opened for the appointment of “ éléves 
internes,” who are elected from the ‘‘ ex- 
ternes.” The election of hospital phy- 
sicians and surgeons, although entirely de- 
pers on the Administration Générale, 

hitherto been of a much more arbitrary 
kind ; it is however to be expected that, 
in consequence of an inquiry addressed by 
the minister of the interior to the Académie 
Royale de Médecine,t all abuses of this 





* The average daily expense of main- 
taining a patient in a Parisian hospital 
amounts, according to the Annuaire de la 
Société Philanthropique, ‘‘ to no more than 
one franc, 65 centimes,”’ (about 1s. 4d.) 

t Since this time numerous meetings of 
medical practitioners have been held in 
Paris, ot almost all the principal towns in 
France, to determine upon the best means 





description will be abolished, and that, in 
future, the election of all medical officers to 
public institutions will be made dependent 
on public examinations. 

‘From the above description of the Bureau 
Central, it will appear that its medical 
officers hold a situation of the highest im- 
portance, and the mode of electing them 
sufficiently shows that it is considered so 
by the Administration Générale, We shall 
give a description of the ‘* concours” for the 
appointment of surgeon to that office, as it 
was lately held. 

On the 9th of January the jury, nominat- 
ed by the Administration Générale, and con. 
sisting of MM. Portal (President), Bres- 
chet, Cullerier, Bouquier, Guerbois, Ma- 
gendie, Gerdy, and Serres, proceeded to the 
public examination of the eleven candidates, 
in the Amphithéatre de l’Administration, 
Their first trial was to give an extem 
lecture* of twenty minutes’ duration; the 
subject, on which they were required im- 
mediately to begin, being, for half them, 
the spinal chord and its functions, and for 
the remainder, the pneumo-gastric nerve. 

The second examination took place on 
the 16th and 20th, when each of the can- 
didates had to give a lecture of twenty 
minutes, after having been allowed a similar 
time for preparation. The subject was 
drawn from au urn by one of the candi- 
dates, and was for half of them, the symp- 
toms of penetrating wounds of the abdomen, 
their diagnosis, according te the wounded 
organs, and their treatment; for the others, 
to determine what diseases require the liga- 
ture of the common caretid, how the opera- 
tion is to be performed, and what are the 
inconveniences which may result from it, 
Two of the candidates withdrew their 
names, one after the first, the other after 
the second examination. 

The third was on the 23d of January, 
and consisted in the composition of an essay 
on the different methods of bleeding. and 
the indications and contra-indications to it, 
The candidates were allowed six hours for 


this purpose. 


of improving the laws concerning the study 
and practice of medicine, and the appoint- 
ment of medical officers, As soon as the 
report of the Académie is published, an 
extract of it shall be laid before our readers ; 
thus much only may be observed here, that 
the zeal with which the publicity of the 
future examinations for the election of hos- 
pital physicians and surgeons is insisted 
upon, and the liberality, according to which 
any one is admitted as a candidate, forms a 
striking contrast tothe ‘‘hole and corner” 
proceedings at the London hospitals. 

* The oral examinations, as well as the 
written compositions, were in French. 
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date drew his subject from an urn, and 
afterwards defended his thesis in the pré- 
sence of the jury. 

The fifth and sirth examinations took 
Ss Amphithéatre de la Pitié, and 
consi <5 mee on the subject, viz., 
on the 26th of February, the exarticulation 
of the arm at the elbow-joint, and the liga- 
ture of the external iliac ; and on the 30th 

March, the extraction of cataract in the 
ight eye, and the ligature of the anterior 
bial artery, at the upper part of the leg. 

At the termination of the ‘‘ concours,” 

M. Berard was unanimously elected, and, as 
it seemed, to the general satisfaction of the 
medical i 


The journals, Za Clinique and La Lan- 
cette I ise, contain detailed reports 
of the respective examinations, so that there 
can be no doubt of their being perfectly 
public, 


Fe 





AMPUTATION OF THE ARMS OF A CHILD 
DURING LABOUR. 


Much sensation has lately been excited 
the medical public in France, by 

the tial of Dr. Helie, of Chenu, in the 
Department de |’Orne, for alleged improper 
treatment of a case of labour, in which both 
arms presented, and the mother, after 74 
hours’ ineffectual pains, appeared to be in 
imminent danger ; the child having, during 
the last ten hours, exhibited no signs of 
life, and the arms, being violently compress- 
ed by the os uteri, were swelled, livid, and 
in a state approaching to gangrene. Dr, 
Helie, having in vain endeavoured to turn 
the child, resorted to, what appeared to 
him, the only means of saving the mother’s 
life, viz., amputation of both arms. After 
the operation, the child was readily born ; 
it was alive, and survived the mutilation ; 
the wounds which, according to H.’s asser- 
tion, emitted not a drop of blood either 
during or after the operation, were simply 
dressed and speedily healed. ‘he parents 
of the child brought an action against Dr. 
Helie, but the Tribunal professed its in- 
competence to decide on the case, and 
applied to the Académie Royale de Méde- 
cine, which referred the matter to a com- 
mittee, consisting of five of its members.* 
The first report which they made was de- 
cidedly unfavourable to Dr. Helie ; it, how- 
ever, met with much ition when com- 
municated to the Académie, and was re- 
turned to the committee for reconsideration. 


* MM. Desormeaux, Deneux, Gardien, 
delon, 
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The trial consisted in a written 
ion, which was to be delivered 
i -| report, which was to be considered as de- 


The second report, although not so severe, 
was also against Dr. Helie; and the third 


cisive, was expected on the 12th of March, 
when a long discussion on the subject was 
anticipated in the Académie. As far as 
appearances go, it seems that the practi- 
tioner was certainly v blameable, and 
that the decision of the Académie, and, eon- 
sequently, the verdict of the Tribunal, will 
be against him. 





STRANGULATED HERNIA REDUCED BY 
FRIGHT. 


The Journal of Rust, (vol. xxvi. p. 107,) 
contains the history of an individual, affect- 
ed with strangulated hernia ; in whom re- 
peated attempts at reduction having been 
ineffectual, the operation was to be per- 
formed ; but when it was proposed to the 
| patient, he was so frightened at the very 
}mention of it, that the intestine sponta- 
| neously receded. 


REMARKABLE CASE OF ILEUS. 


Professor Lobstein, of Strasbourg, has 
lately published a valuable work on morbid 
anatomy,” from which we extract the fol- 
lowing interesting case of intussusception. 
A peasant girl, of about 50 years of age, 
living at Kehl, near Strasbourg, was, with- 
out any apparent cause, seized with the 
most violent symptoms of ileus, which, al- 
though very judiciously treated, continued 
for about a fortnight ; after this period the 
patient, who was evidently in a dying state, 
had a copious stool, by which she felt great- 
ly relieved; the most dangerous symptoms 
speedily disappeared, and she ultimately re- 
covered, On examining the evacuated mat- 
ter, a long piece of intestine was found in it, 
which was subsequently sent to the author ; 
it was three feet in length, had its mesen- 
tery attached to it, aud was formed of all 
the three membranes, which could be easily 
separated from each other; it was of a dark 
colour, but not gangrenous, or softened: the 
internal lining exhibited some ulcerations, 
The intestine was perfectly pervious, and 
had been divided at both ends obliquely. 
The piece of mesentery attached to it was 
of a white colour, and contained fat between 
its two laminz, on separating which, the 
blood-vessels were found changed into 
whitish filaments: no traces of lymphatic 
vessels could be discovered. Nearly five 
months after the above attack, the patient 
died from indigestion, as it appeared ; and 
after having a few hours before death been 





* Traité d’Anatomie Pathologique, par 
T. F. Lobstein, Prof. de Clin. int. ete. 
tome ier, in 8vo. avec planches, Paris, 
1829. - 
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MR. VINES ON BUFFY BLOOD. 


affected with all the s: maptemoet hao reais westounapiniete Minho Roatihelt eno 
complaint. Before Pro lessor Lobstein hed | subject, viz., ‘ those of Heberden, Syden- 
heard of this event, the body bad been buried; ham, Simson, Hewson, Xc., amounting, in 
it was, however, disinterred at his request, | all, to no less than six theories, every one 
and examined in his presence. In the left of which, in the Doctor's opinion, was 
side of the abdomen, a rupture of the ileum totally false.”’ 

was found, through which the feces, and a| But in my opinion every one of those 
considerable quantity of cherry-stones, were which he bas en comes much 
discharged into the peritoneal cavity ; above nearer to the point than his own, which, 
the rupture, the intestinal canal was greatly | unfortunately for the Doctor, is doomed, I 
distended ; below it, the tube was contract-| suspect, to suffer the same fate as all 
ed, and its parietes changed into a tubercu- | theories, or rather hypotheses, which are 
lous mass; the internal suriace exhibited hastily formed by wild imaginations, and 
evident marks of a previous laceration, | not founded on facts, and supported by long- 
which perfectly corresponded with the ex- continued observation. 

tremities of the evacuated portion ; the me-| ‘‘ People (said the Doctor) look at buffy 
sentery, which was preternaturally adhe-| blood when it has been drawn, and form 
rent to the external surface of the intestine, | their conjectures and theories upon it ac- 
had caused a sort of stricture ; the whole of | cordingly, considering that the bufliness re- 





the intestinal canal below the rupture was 
considerably contracted. 





OBSERVATIONS ON THE NEW THEORY OF 
** BUPFY BLOOD.” 


By Mr. R. Vives, Veterinary Surgeon, 
Mr. Coleman's Assistant at the Veteri- 
nary College. 


Osservinc in Tug Lancer of March 
7th and 14th, that a Dr. Gregory had intro- 
duced the important subject of buffy blood 
for discussion, at the Westmiuster Medica! 
Society, and having paid particular atten- 
tion to it for some years past, and made a 
great number of experiments, iu order to 
ascertain clearly the causes which produce 
it, 1 beg leave to make a few observations 
on the theory of the learned Doctor, and, 
as my conclusions are at variance with his, 
to contrast them with Dr. Gregory’s opi- 
nions in the pages of your valuable Journal. 

The learned Doctor commenced, it ap- 
pears, by stating, ‘‘ that of all the important 
topics connected with medicine, there was 
not one, perhaps, on which the minds oi 
medical men were less cleat ; it came daily 
under their notice, and yet no ideas could 
be more indistinct than those they enter- 
tained on the subject ; their reasoning was 
loese, and their speculations were vague, 
and it certainly deserved a better considera- 
tion than had yet heen given it.” 

I perfectly agree with the Doctor on 
the importance of the subject, and hope to 
convey to him some useful information 
upon it, by directing his attention to my 
experiments on ‘‘ buffy blood,” (strong); 
recommending him to repeat them,) to- 
gether with a few additional remarks on his 
theory. 





The Doctor proceeds to inform usof the 


sults from the abstraction of the bleod ; but 
(he contended) that the only proper light in 
which to examine it was, what were its state 
and effects while circulating in the system. 
His opinion was, that buffy blood could not 
circulate in the body without inevitably pro- 
ducing disease.” 

The Doctor appears to be aware, that 
causes produce effects ; but in this case he 
has mistaken the effect, and considered it 
as the cause of disease. If the Doctor will 
have the goodness to turn to page 201, No. 
272, of Tne Lancet, be will there find the 
results of repeated experiments on the 
blood of animals, both when in health 
and under disease; and by those experi- 
ments it bas been proved, that the venous 
and arterial blood is rendered buffy from 
directly opposite causes, aud that these are 
such as either directly greatly increase or 
diminish the circulation of the vascular 
system, and that from the action of these 
causes the vital property of the blood, as 
well as the body, will gradually become di- 
minished; that the venous and arterial 
blood, from these opposite causes, will gra- 
dually assume a darker colour; that the 
coagulation will be slower, and ultimately, 
in many instances in the latter stages, will 
fail to show the buffy appearance, from the 
coagulating property of the blood being too 
much destroyed. ‘Thus, then, from the re- 
sults of these experiments, the Doctor may 
learn, that directly opposite causes will ul- 
timately produce similar effects; that ani- 
mal life may be destroyed, aud the blood be 
rendered of the buffy appearance, by ex- 
posure to a low as well as to a high degree 
of temperature ; that animal life, the colour, 
and coagulating property of the blood, de- 
pend on the due performance of the func- 
tions of the various organs of the body; 
that when these are duly applied, the vital 
power of the blood, the vessels and the 
body, become increased; but if they are 
gradually withdrawn, or carried to too great 
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an excess, the power of the blood, the ves- 
sels, and the body, b diminished. 

The Doctor then proceeded to draw the 
attention of the Society to his view of the 
subject, the basis of which was, “ that 
butty blood was the cause of disease ;” and 
stated, t his observations had been 
chiefly made at the Small-Pox Hospital, and 
that it was “ commonly said, that buffy 
blood was the result of inflammation.” 

“« If buffiness depend on an increased ac- 
tion of the system, how is it that the 
blood is not always buffy in small-pox.” 
“ During the height of pustulation, and 
when the inflammatory action was greatest 
in that disorder, there was no buffiness ; 
but there came a period afterwards when it 
was very prominent, and that too when the 
inflammatory action had really subsided ; 
and it was curious to see how decided a 
change in the blood cecurred from that very 
moment. He did not pretend to say in 
what that change actually consisted. He 
could tell well enough when it was buffy, 
but he could not tell why it was so.”’ 

The learned Doctor, in the first place, 
states, that buffy blood ‘‘ is the cause of 
disease ;” and then, in the proof which he 
attempts to advance, as in cases of small- 
fer: shows that it is only the effect, by the 

lood not being in a buffy state until after 
the inflammatory action bad subsided. If 
buffy blood was the cause of disease, as 
stated by the learned Doctor, it ought cer- 
tainly always to exist at the commence- 
ment of all diseases ; but, unlortunately for 
the Doctor's theory, he states, that it ex- 
ists only at the termination, and not. at the 
commencement of the disease. The Doctor 
then went on to assert, that ‘‘ one of the first 
things which might be noticed, as the re- 
sult of this change, was the occurrence of 
purulent ophthalmia, or inflammation of a 
purulent character about the eyes; the 
moment the blood became buffy, that mo- 
ment the eyes became affected ; the total 
disorganization of the eye first commenced, 
and then the brain became disturbed; the 
buffy blood began to circulate through the 
brain, and when it was most buffy, life 
broke down ; the brain would not bear it.” 

Now this is bare, bare assertion, un- 
supported by even the shadow of a proof, to 
say not a word of the absence of every thing 
in the shape ofa fact. Dr. Gregory could tell 
well enough when blood was buffy, but could 
not tell why it was so. Asthe Doctor cannot 
account for the cause of the buffiness of the 
blood, so we must presume that he is unable 
to account for its ing disease, for he 
cuts the subject short by stating it does so, 
without advancing one single fact in evi- 
dence to prove it. Would it not have been 
more rational, if the Doctor had said that, 


ia purulent opbthalmia, the blood appeared 








buffy, the organic texture of the eye became 
affected, and, ultimately, functional de- 
rangement of the brain took place, followed 
by death, and that he could not account for 
the cause of either? he would then, in my 
humble opinion, have been much nearer 
the truth. 

He proceeds to state, that “‘ when the 
brain, after these attacks, was examined, 
there were no appearances to account for 
death, but those of the existence of buffy 
blood.” 


“Tis strange, ’tis passing strange !” 


“« The theory which he held on this subject 
had been forced upon his mind ; so promi- 
nent were the facts connected with it, that 
he could only draw one general conclusion 
from them—that buffiness was the cause of 
disease and of death.” 

The Doctor, from not knowing the remote 
causes. of the functional derangement of the 
system, and the Mreffy state of the blood, 
gets into a labyrinth, and supposes the 
buffy state of the blood to be the cause of 
disease and of death, while, in fact, it is 
only the effect. How like the theory of 
venous congestion being a cause of inflam- 
mation and death, while it is only an effect, 
which, like the duffy state of the blood, may 
be produced from directly opposite causes, 
viz. those which directly increase or diminish 
the circulation of the vascular system. 

The Doctor then stated that he had no- 
ticed ** other facts, especially those of the 
state of the-blood in rheumatism, and they 
all tended to establish the same principle ; 
be was convinced that in chronic rheumo- 
tism the blood was buffy, as in acute rheue 
matism ; and if the opinions he held were 
correct, this ought to be the case, and so it 
was; he had heard people talk of metastasis 
in acute rheumatism ; now, he asserted that 
this never took place until the blood became 
buffy, but the moment it did so, metastasis 
occurred, The buffy blood penetrated the 
heart, and it immediately brought on peri- 
carditis and rheumatism of the heart ; then 
it was that the inflammatory action com- 
menced.” 

Since the learned Doctor has discovered 
the fatal effects which buffy blood pro- 
duces on the brain and heart, I consider it 
of the utmost importance that he should, in 
the next place, pay particular attention to 
discover the cause of its buffiness, and the 
manner in which it produces its effects on 
those very important organs. 

¢s We often talk,” ae the Doctor, “ of 
diminished action, and increased action, and 
spasm in the system, but, for his part, he 
could not admit of any of them to account 
for disease; he knew of nothing which 
could account for the symptoms which ap- 
peared but the buffinéss of the blood, and it 
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10 MR. SEWELL’S CASE OF HAMORRHAGE. 


was upon this that his views of disease 
rested,” 


This part of the Doctor’s statement is 
certainly an assertion in defiance of reason 
and common sense : surely the Voctor can- 
not mean to contend, that many remote 
causes, as sudden changes of temperature, 
i air, &c., will not have the effect of 
ei a | increasing o1 diminishing 
the Vammk _ the ann re system, and 
there ucing organic disease, 

The’ Doctor then proceeded “‘ to say a 
few words on the subject of its cure, He 
was of opinion that there was wanted a 
medicine (a specific, | presume) which 
would alter the buffiness of the blood, and if 
this could be obtained, a most important 

int would be gained, There was nothing 
Br the cure of buffy blood—that is for the 
cure of disease—but the means of totally 
eradicating the buffy blood from the system. 
When the last drop of this could be drawn 
away, then the patient would be well, and 
only then.” 

recommending this dangerous practice, 
the Doctor, | lament to say, does not appear 
to be aware of the consequences en- 
deavouring to eradicate the buffy blood from 


by the fi f the} t, di) 
the system e free use of the lancet, and | tures in the feet, &c., or violent stimulants 


that in a multitude of cases, almost the last 
drop that flows from the dying patient will 


have the buffy appearance (but, in some) 
cases, a short time previous to death this | 
appearance is not observable). In proof of | 


this, see case sixth in Dr. Marshall Hall's 





mote causes which give the venous and 

arterial blood of animals a buffy appearance, 

and which, at the same time, ng 

diminish the vital power of the , the 

vessels, and body, and thus produce organic 
ase, 


Remote Causes of Buffy Blood, 

Which, by directly diminishing the circula- 

tion the vascular system, produce 

direct debility, and predispose the body 

to disease. 

Impure air, want of food and exercise. 

Very low temperature, with want of proper 
food and exercise. 

Long exposure to wet and cold, with de- 
privation of food and exercise. 

Continued doses of digitalis, &e. 


Remote causes of Buffy Blood. 


Which, by directly increasing the circula- 
tion the vascular system, produce 
organic disease. 

High temperature alone, or in combina- 
tion with high feeding. 

Violent or long-continued exertion. 

Severe pain from a variety of causes, 
whether produced from open joints, punc- 


given internally ; or from large or repeated 
blisters applied to the surface of the body, 
either in health, or when diseased. 

The abstraction of large quantities of 
blood at short intervals, when the animal is 


Essay on the Effect of Loss of Blood, Dr. 12 bealth, or labouring under disease. 


Scudamore on the Blood, Mr. Bennett's, Mr. | 
Jeweill’s, and Dr. Copland’s remarks on | 


Dr. Gregory's paper at the Westminster 
Society, and also my Experiments (in Tue 
Lancer) on the Blood of Animals, and 
Blaine’s Veterinary Outlines, page 258. 

The next brilliant idea of the Doctor's, 
after alluding to the cure, is, that “‘ he be- 
lieves that colchicum, nitre, and such other 
medicines, were the most complete for this 
purpose, in cases of rheumatism, that had 
yet been obtained, but they were not fully 
effectual. There was wanted some other 
medicine.” 

Thus the learned Doctor, by reasoning 
from false principles, aud taking the effect 
for the cause of disease, recommends the 
unlimited use of the lancet, and, at the 
same time, wishes to discover a medicine, 
@ specific, of course, the operation of which 
ia to cure a ine the cause 
from the system, which he believes to be 
buffy blood, but which B. : experiments 

e to be only an effect, and to be produced 
From opposite causes, such as either directly 
increase er diminish the circulation of the 
vascular system. For the information, as 
well as consideration, of the learned Doctor, 
I have subjoined a list of the principal re- 








Royal Veterinary College, 
March 23, 1829. 





EFFICACY OF THE ERGOT OF RYE. 





To the Editor of Tux Lancer. 


Str,—Should the following, amidst the 
multiplicity of communications with which 
your invaluable Journal teems, be -of suffi- 
cient import to allow of its occupying a space 
in your pages, I shall esteem it a favour if 
you will give it publicity through the widely- 
circulated channel of Toe Lancer; and 
am, Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 
Joun J. Sewer. 
Stoke Newington, March 24, 1829. 


In the beginning of January of the pre- 
seut year, | was consulted bya lady, Mrs. A., 
who.had become pregnant, and was then in 
the eighth month of utero-gestation with 
her third child, with a view to my attending 
her in herensuing accouchement; sbe told 
me, that during her pregnancy her mind 
had been ia a very uncomfortable state, and 

















MR. MOORE’S CASES OF INTERMITTENT OPHTHALMIA. 


much feared she should not survive the 
of her delivery, Upon inquirin 
into the cause of this ones presage, 
informed, that immediately after the 
of each of her former children, she was 
seized with uterine hemorrhage to an im- 
moderate degree, which, in the latter case, 
induced extreme exhaustion, vomiting, faint- 
ing, great difficulty of breathing, with cold- 
ness of the extremities, and a clammy per- 
Spiration, from which state she did not rally 
for many hours, and that life was completely 
despaired of. She then lived in a country 
town, and the accoucheur who attended her, 
after an unsuccessful application of the usual 
restorative means, conscious of the respon- 
sibility that awaited him, sent for two 
pony Hee ractitioners, who, after a de- 
liberate consultation, determined, as a last 
Tesource, to try the effect of transfusion. As 
they had a considerable distance to send for 
atus necessary for the operation, some 
delay was occasioned, and, happily for the 
patient, during this interval, favourable cir- 
cumstances occurred, which, in the opinion 
of her attendants, superseded the necessity 
for its performance. From that time, with 
the exception of extreme debility, no unto- 
ward symptom arrested the progress of her 
recovery, which was gradually completed 
in about ten weeks. From the history of 
this lady’s former situation, I thought, that 
if similar symptoms should now present them- 
selves, it might not be imprudent to admi- 
nister the secale cornutum, as, in analagous 
instances, I had heard of its being given 
with the happiest results ; and it me 
the greatest pleasure and satisfaction to ad- 
duce the following case, demonstrative of 
the active, end I may almost say, miracu- 
lous effect of this most important medicine. 
On the 2¢d of February, at 11 o'clock a.m., 
I was called upon to attend ; on my arrival, 
I found that uterine action had commenced, 
and, on examination, the os uteri was di- 
lated to about the disc of a shilling, the 
membranes protruding, and the pains pretty 
strong; these continued at intervals of 
twenty minutes, till three a.m., when, as 
the dilatation remained unaltered, I left, 
and desired to be immediately sent for, in 
case of any alteration. I called again, about 
ten a.m., when I found my patient in statu 
. I waited two hours, the pains then 
| no a less efficient, and, in r to allay 
unnecessary irritability of the uterus, I gave 
her thirty drops of tinct. opii; this pro- 
cured three hours’ comfortable sleep, after 
which the pains came on with increased vi- 
gour, and the os uteri dilated to the size ofa 
crown piece; at half-past eight in the even- 
ing, the lig. amnii was di , the head 


gradually descended into the pelvis, and | 
anticipated a speedy termination of the case, 
but the pains became less and less effective 





ii 
till five o’clock the next morning, when 
hemorrhage began to take place. 1 imme- 


diately gave her one scruple of the secale 
cornutum in powder, in a little warm water; 
in ten minutes the uterus renewed its ac- 
tion, and in less than fifteen more, a fine 
healthy male child was expelled ; this was 
succeeded by a second attack of hemor. 
rhage ; I repeated the dose of secale, and 
in about five minutes the placenta came 
away. She had no more hemorrhage; con- 
traction of the uterine fibres took place ; she 
had a moderate discharge of lochia, and in 
three weeks I had the gratification of seeing 
my patient busily employed in her usual 
domestic avocations, perfectly convalescent, 





USE OF SULPHATE OF QUININE 
MITTENT OPHTHALMIA, 


IN INTER- 





70 the Editor of Tut Lancet. 


Sir,— Should you think the following 
cases worthy of insertion in your valuable 
Journal, in corroboration of the article in 
your last week’s Number, under the above 
head, you will oblige your constant reader, 

E. Moons. 


Mrs. P****, London Road, about 48 
years of age, had, for the last three or four 
years, been subject to violent intermittent 
headach, which lasted generally for five or 
six hours, and totally prevented her follow- 
ing her avocations during the paroxysm. In 
July last, she had another attack, when the 
symptoms were precisely the same with 
those of the case of Dr. Heuter’s, except- 
ing that they commenced about six o'clock 
in the morning, and were not confined to 
the right or left side, but extended over the 
whole forehead. Various remedies, such as 
depletion by the arm, leeches, diaphoretics, 
saline purgatives, and lotions, lad, on 
former occasions, been tried, but with tardy 
success. ©n this occasion, thé first remedy 
was the sulphate of quinine, in three-grain 
doses every six hours, in infus. rose, which 
had the effect of retarding the paroxysm 
from six until half-past cight; the same 
medicine was repeated for three days, when 
the patient felt herself quite relieved, In 
about six weeks after, Mrs. P. had a return, 
when six grains of quinine, given at bed- 
time, combined with ten minims of tinct, 
opii, completely prevented another return 
up to the present time. 





J. L., living in the Mint, (Borough,) 
about 36 years of age, complained of a dull 
throbbing pain above the eye, which 
gradually extended over the forehead, at- 
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tended with a profuse watery discharge at 
the nose, and followed by perspiration.— 
Says the attack comes on every morning 
about seven o'clock. On examination, the 
conjunctiva of the left eye was seen to be 
much injected; the right partially so; vio- 
lent throbbing of the temporal arteries ; 
distention of the external jugular, and in- 
creased heat of the face on the left side. 
Ordered, as the bowels were rather con- 
fined: — 

Kk Hyd. submur. gr. iij.; 

Ext. colocyn. gr. vij.; to be taken 

directly. 

A mixture, with liq. ammon, ace.., infus. 
senne, magnes., sulph., and mint water, to 
be taken four times a-day, and six leeches 
to each temple ; felt no relief on the follow- 
ing day, but the same treatment continued ; 
on the 3d, thought the shivering and headach 
more violent, inflammation of the face and 
forehead more intense, secretion of tears 
and mucus of the nostrils not so diffuse ; 
felt always relieved after a copious discharge 
of tears and mucus ; bowels relieved three 
or four times a-day, and of a healthy aspect ; 
urine scanty and high coloured. Bled from 
the arm to 5xij., the medicines to be repeat- 
ed, with a refrigerent lotion to the forehead 
and face ; this treatment was pursued for 
six days, without any success, when the 
sulphate of quinine was given in four-grain 
doses every four hours, and a draught, with 
six grains, at bed-time. On the following 
morning the symptoms were much relieved, 
and by persisting in the same course, the 
patient was entirely cured in the space of a 
week. From the commencement of the ex- 
hibition of the quinine, the pulse ranged 
from 80 to 90. After the first day, it fell 
from 80 to 76, at which it continued. 

The first case was exclusively under the 
care of Mr. Coulthard, of the Borough, a 
most scientific practitioner. The second 
case was treated by myself. 


Islington, March 23, 1829, 








CASE OF PURPURA HEMORRAAGICA. 





To the Editor of Tus Lancer. 


Sin,—If you consider the following case 
of purpura hemorrhagica, treated by Dr. 
Bow, at the Alnwick Dispensary, worthy of 
a place in your Journal, you will oblige me 
by inserting it. 

I remain, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
Taomas Heap, House Surg. 


Alawick, Northumberland, 
March 21, 1829. 


MR. HEAD’S CASE OF PURPURA H£MORRHAGICA, 


Alice Paterson, etat. 18, a washerwoman 
by occupation, of.a spare habit, and fair com- 
pleaton’ was admitted to the Dispensary, 
March 7th, with petechie over the body, 
particularly the chest, arms, and legs ; com- 
plained of headach, pains in her back and 
abdomen, which was hard and tender under 
pressure ; she was feverish, and had much 
thirst ; the tongue was covered with a whit- 
ish coating; sickness, and vomiting of a 
bilious-coloured fluid; bowels confined ; 
catamenia regular; pulse about 90, soft, 
and compressible. Ordered calomel, gr. iij. ; 
pulv. jalape comp. Dij. every three bours ; 
three doses were taken without effect, when 
3iij. infus. senn. cum sulph.magnes. 3}. were 
given in two equally divided portions at an 
interval of two hours, which procured three 
feculent evacuations. 

8. Pain in the abdomen somewhat re- 
lieved, which is now soft and less tender ; 
a frequent desire to go to stool ; the evacu- 
ations consist almost entirely of blood, 
which is of a scarlet colour ; tongue covered 
with a dark dry incrustation in the centre, 
the edges cleaner and more moist ; thtrst 
urgent; a bloody tough mucus collects 
about the mouth and throat, and causes great 
distress ; pulse scarcely to be felt, and very 
rapid ; the vessels of the conjunctiva have a 
suffused appearance ; urine rather scanty, 
and high coloured, but free from blood. 
Seen by Dr. Bow, who ordered the follow- 
ing application :—Pulv. opii, gr. vj. ; adipis 
—m ab M.; to be rubbed into the spine 
along the course of the cervical vertebra, 
and ol. ricini, $38. to be taken immediately. 

Six o'clock, vespere. Continues to get 
worse ; greatly annoyed by the collection of 
mucus in the fauces, with constant unavail- 
ing attempts to get it up ; pulse impercep- 
tible; breathing laborious; an injection, 
with %ss. spt. terebinthine, was ordered, 
but did not succeed. 

Eight o’clock. Evidently sinking; feet 
and hands cold ; pulse cannot be felt ; coun- 
tenance much altered ; sinapisms ordered to 
the feet, and ij. of port wine were given. 
She gradually sunk, and died at nine o'clock. 
Continued sensible to the last. 


Inspection eighteen hours after death. 


Upon opening the chest, the lungs exter- 
nally appeared rather darker than natural ; 
internally they presented a dark congested 
appearance, and upon pressure, a bloody 
frothy mucus oozed out ; a portion placed in 
water floated; the right lobe was adherent 
to the costal pleura, throughout its whole 
extent; the adhesions were firm, and appa- 
| rently of old standing ; on_the left side, the 
|adhesions were trifling, and of recent for- 
|mation, about 3xij. of sero-sanguineous 
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MR. EVERETT’S CASE OF COMPRESSION WITHOUT COMA. 


fiuid were found ;* the heart and large ves- 
sels appeared healthy ; the peritoneum pre- 
sented marks of increased vascularity, espe- 
cially the omentum, but was free from ad- 
hesions; the liver was healthy, with the 
exception of a few petechia, under its peri- 
toneal covering ; the gall-bladder was filled 
with healthy bile. The stomach, externally, 
natural ; internally, it was unusually vascu- 


lar, and had a great number of small spots, | 


some of a bright scarlet colour, others of 
larger dimensions, and of a darker hue, and 
which appeared effused under the mucous 
coat; it contained some dark fluid, which 
gave out the sour odour of wine. The me- 
sentery was very vascular, as also the peri- 
toneal covering of the small intestines; the 
ileum contained a bilious-coloured matter ; 
the mucous coat was red, and covered with 
petechia ; the large intestines were empty, 
and presented the same appearance; the 
mesocolon showed much venous congestion. 
The bladder appeared healthy ; the kidneys 
were not examined. Permission could not 
be obtained to examine the brain. 





EXTENSIVE ORGANIC DISEASE, AND PRES- 
SURE OF THE BRAIN WITHOUT COMA, 





To the Editor of Tus Lancer. 


Sin,—Having witnessed the progress and 
termination of the following case, under the 
care of Mr. Wilkinson, at Peckham, I have, 
with his permission, drawn up the follow- 
ing statement of it, which you may, per- 
haps, consider worthy of insertion in your 
interesting publication, 

And remain yours, &c., 
W. G. Evererrt. 

Peckham, March 25. 


A young woman, etat. 20, servant of all 
work in a family at Peckham, had been, for 
the last three years, occasionally subject to 
severe pains in the head, which were some- 
times attended with a purulent discharge 
from the right ear, and slight derangement 
of the general health. The attacks had 
been, however, for the last few mouths, both 
less frequent and less violent; and she had, 
latterly, been quite free from them, with her 
general health very much improved. 

On February 2, 1829, she was attacked 
with severe headach, with occasional pains 
in the abdomen, and a sensation of soreness 





* The trachea and bronchi were preter- 
naturally vascular, through the whole extent 
of the mucous coat, but were perfectly 

membranous lia 


smooth and free from any 
ing. 
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over the whole body. The was 90, 
and rather full; the tongue coated, and the 
bowels constipated. As accumulation, in 
consequence of the obstruction, was con- 
sidered to be the principal feature, and the 
cause of pain in the head, five grains of calo- 
mel, with strong purgatives, were given, but 
without effect. Ina few hours after, eight 
grains of calomel, followed by still stronger 
purgatives, were taken, and with the same 
| unsuccessful result; until at last, by a con- 
tinued perseverance in the same active 
remedies, the difficulty was removed, and 
copious evacuations procured. During the 
exhibition of these medicines, a lumbricus 
teres, of about five inches in length, was 
discharged from the stomach. On the 
fourth, after the full action of the above 
remedies, the pain in the head was much 
less, and she was, in every respect, better. 
She continued improving till the next 
morning, when the pain in the head sud- 
|denly returned ; but instead of occupying, 
_as before, the back part of the head only, it 
, became more acute in the right temporal 
|region, affecting also the right eye, which 
| was partially closed and suffused, ‘I'he iris 
| of the same eye was contracted and immove- 
jable; the muscles of the right side of the 
|meck rigid and painful; she laid constantly 
jon the right side of the head, and the least 
attempt to remove her, occasioned the most 
painful and indescribable sensations in that 
part; she now became slightly delirious, 
| but was perfectly sensible when roused. As 
| it was now evident that the affection of the 
| head was primary, and the pulse being strong 
|and full, she was bled to 3xxx. The blood 
rawn was very much buffed and cupped. 
{Ge the following morning, there being no 
amendment in any of the symptoms, she was 
again bled to 3xxiv.; and, in the evening, 
§viij. more were taken from the back part of 
the neck by cupping, but with little abate- 
ment of the pain, On the following morn- 
, ing, the patient suddenly became comatose, 
her pulse 140, intermitting, and so low, as 
scarcely to be felt. Jrides immoveable and 
contracted, respiration stertorous and hur- 
ried, &c. Mr. Wilkinson now wished to 
| open the temporal artery, but was prevented 
| by an aunt of the patient, who, from some 
superstitious motive, would not allow her to 
be disturbed. After remaining in the state 
described for about five hours, she expired, 





On examination eighteen hours after death. 


The dura and pia mater every where pre- 
sented marks of acute inflammation. The 
vessels of the former were excessively tur- 
gid; the right ventricle filled with duark- 
coloured, thick, very fetid pus, around 
which, to some extent, the brain was com- 


pletely disorganised, The other parts of the 
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14 MR, THORNTON'S PLACENTA CASE.—LECTURERS AND STUDENTS. 


right hemisphere, and pee ee of the 
» were also in a » pultaceous 
state. At the inferior part of the right 
middle lobe was an irregular ulceration, 
about three lines in diameter, of the dura 
and = mater, communicating by a large 
sloughy sinus in the substance of the brain, 
with the ventricle. A part of the petrous 

ion of the tem bone, about half an 
inch in length, and a fourth in width, was in 
a completely carious state. Through this 
part, and immediately corresponding to the 
aperture in the membranes, was an oblique 
perforation opening into the cochlea. The 
membrana tympani was entirely obliterated, 
so that a probe passed into the external 
meatus, and went directly into the t - 
—_ There was a slight deposition of 

ph on the superior and anterior part of 
the left hemisphere. The other organs 
were not examined. 

Itis remarkable that, for some weeks pre- 
vious to her last attack, ae health 
had been unusually good, there was not, 
until within three days of her death, the 
least intellectual derangement. She had 
become so robust and healthy in a, nee, 
that it was particularly noti by her 
friends, and attributed by them to the 
healthy situation in which had recently 
resided, When the advanced state of the 
disease, and its most probable progress to 
that state, are considered, there can be no 
doubt of its having existed for several 
months, if not for a longer period. The 
ulceration of the membranes, the destruction 
and perforation of the bone, and the oblite- 
ration of the membrana tympani, must have 
been the gradual and successive effects of 


RETENTION OF THE PLACENTA AFTER ABOR- 
TION, DURING THREE MONTHS. 
Communicated W. Tuornron, Esq., 
Surgeon, R. W. Middlesex Militia. 


Tue latter end of April I was sent for to 
see a lady, who had aborted at a little be- 
yond the fifth month, The placenta did not 
come away after the expulsion of the em- 
bryo. The lady continued in a bad state 
of health for three months, and had frequent 
sanguineous discharges till the followi 
July. When I was sent for to see her, 
was informed that she had been taking 
a ride on horseback, and on her return home 
had been attacked with slight pains and an 
uterine hemorrhage. These symptoms last- 
ed but a short time, and again returned ; 
they were now more severe, and were fol- 
lowed by the expulsion of the placenta, 
The lady again became pregnant, and now 
enjoys a good state of health, &c. 

e placenta weighed eight ounces. Sub- 
stance hard ; shape and size of a large pear; 
and had a dark, livid appearance. 

Uxbridge, March 19, 1829. 





DELINQUENCIES OF LECTURERS AND 8TU- 
DENTS AT ST. BARTHOLOMEW'S. 





To the Editor of Tut Lancer. 


Sirn,—As the letter of a “‘ Bartholomew's 
Pupil,” im your Number of the 14th inst., 
pplies entirely to the delinquency of the 





a long continued pressure and tact with 
the diseased fluid ; indeed it might be sup- 
d, from the complete communication 
between the external ear and the 
ventricle, that the discharges of pus to 
which she had been liable, procee from 
this part; and if so, the disease might, very 
probably, have been in since the 
first oceurrence of the headach, and other 
symptoms. My chief inducement for re- 
que sting the publication of this case is, the 
hope that it may elicit, through the medium 
of your valuable Journal, some explanation 
of the numerous anomalies whieh it pre- 
sented. | wish to ask your readers, how the 
absence of coma in this case is to be ac- 
counted for, where not only pressure, but 
even extensive organi ase existed, 
without producing it? and also, how it is 
possible that a patient. with such disease, 
could net only be free from avy functional 
disorder, but improve in health and strength, 
and be capable of pursuing an active and 
laborious occupation ? 





students, you, perhaps, may not be unwill- 
ing to notice that fault in the lecturers ; 
but prior to my saying any thing about 
them, permit me to say a féw words as tothe 
continuance of the ill behaviour complained 
of by your correspondent. Throughout 
whole of the lecture, the gentlemen in the 
lower mode! = — much annoyed 
those who vent gallery, (merely 
ms amuse poor on in # childish ‘ase man- 
ner, which, no doubt, they think very manly, 
but which is certainly the other extreme, ) 
throwing missiles, various descriptions, 
at them, and, consequently, drawing away 
their attention from the object and matter 
of the leeture. Is not this most repreben- 
sible? Can those students presume to call 
themselves gentlemen, who behave im this’ 
unbecoming and indecorous manner! A few 
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“ PRIVILEGED ” ANATOMISTS.—UNCLAIMED BODIES. 15 


Lawrence often takes his seat before the 
appointed time, which is not correct. Mr, 

marches into the theatre about ten 
minutes after the half hour after two. 
of the demonstrators at the school in Alders- 
gate Street makes his appearance at a 
quarter, or twenty minutes, after nine, in- 
stead of nine o’clock. Dr. Clutterbuck, 
who by-the-by has unaccountably taken it 
into his he 


| 


vilege ;” evidently meaning, by ‘‘ those who 
: oa ical i 


are _— entitled, 
ow why are not all medical men 


only. 
One | “ fairly entitled to such a privilege?” The 


unjust tendency, and the i y of 
this opinion of Mr. Peel, must, I think, be 
obvious to every one, particularly when 
taken in connexion with the observation he 
almost immediately afterwards makes in 


to compel the whole of the | combating the objection, that the burden 


students, attending his lectures, to have a| would be thrown wholly on the poor. “ The 


new ticket of admission at the commence- 
ment of every course, usually walks in 
about twenty minutes, or from that time to 
the half hour, after ten, and of course detains 
us, sometimes, till long after eleven, thereby 
shortening the time we have for dissecting. 
The conduct of the lecturers to whom 
have here alluded is certainly not right. I 
trust you will notice my letter at your 
earliest convenience, that the remarks made 
may have a good effect on those to whom 
they apply. f 

In wishing you a long continuance of 


that prosperity you have hitherto enjoyed, 
J subscribe myself 
Your well-wisher, 
And constant reader, 
F.G.L. 
20th March, 1829. 





MONOPOLY OF THE BRIVILEGED. 
To the Editor of Tue Lancet. 

S1rx,—Perusing this evening The Morning 
Chronicle of Friday last, 1 observe that Mr. 
Warburton has obtained leave to bring in a 
Bill to facilitate the procuring of bodies for 
anatomical pu From the time the 
subject was first introduced to the notice of 
the legislature, 1 have (doubtless in com- 
mon with hundreds of my professional bre- 
thren) anxiously looked forward to the pass- 
ing of the Bill, in the hope that its benefits 
would be impartially extended to every mem- 
ber of the medical profession ; that practi- 
tioners in the country might be enabled by 
it to renew improve their anatomical 
knowledge, and instruct their pupils, with- 
out being driven to the revolting alternative 
of resorting to the aid of the resurrectionist. 
ln this hope, however, I fear we shall be 
grievously disappointed, as it now appears 
that the Bill is imtended only to relieve the 
“ privileged” teachers of anatomy. Mr. 
Peel, in making some observations on the 


rich,” he gays, ‘‘ are always able to com- 
mand, by purchase, the advice of the prac- 
tised and the skilful man, while the poor are 
compelled to resort te those whom the ex- 
pensive impediments thrown in the way of 
instruction has left ignorant and inexpe- 
rienced ;” and, consequently, the poor would 
be the class that derived the greatest be- 
nefit from the measure, But how are the 

or to be benefited, if “‘ the ignorant and 
inexperienced” are compelled to remain so? 
And how are those “ ignorant and inexpe- 
rienced” men to become “ practised and 
skilful,” if none but lecturers, or surgeons 
attached to large hospitals, are ‘‘ fairly 
entitled to the privilege” of being relieved 
from the ‘* expensive impediments” to ana- 
tomical knowledge? Why should such obsta- 
cles to the attainment of perfection, in a 
profession of such vast utility, be allowed to 
remain, when they might be so easily re- 
moved? Why, I repeat, are the benefits of 
the Bill to be extended only to the “ privi- 
leged” few? and why should not every pro- 
perly educated medical man be enabled, prac- 
tically, to instruct his pupils in anatomy? Sir, 
you have ever been the champion of the ge- 
neral practitioner of the ‘ subordinate 
dregs” of the profession, and to you they 
must ever be indebted for what you have 
already achieved. Sir, you cannot approve 
of this “ privilege” matter, and I hope you 
will oppose it with all your power. 

Your most obedient servant, 
F.B. H, 
March 18, 1829. 


DISSECTION—-UNCLAIMED BODIES. 





To the Editor of Tne Lancer. 
Sir,—In the hospital ship Grampus, 
there are, I think, at present, 150 patients, 
The mortality in this institution is very 
great, and out of fifty (we will say, by way 
of illustration) who expire there, not more 
than five are claimed by surviving relatives. 
Could not this be considered as one of the 
sources whence bodies for dissection might 


be | be obtained, without distressing the feelings 


of any one? 
Your obedient servant, 
Joun P——z, 


London, March 16, 1929. 


















































































16 


DERIVATION OF “f HERNIA.” 


To the Editor of Tas Lancer. 


Srr,—Would you allow insertion to the 
following query in the pages of your widely- 
extended Journal, thus oblige a 


DERIVATION OF “ HERNIA.”—DR, SAMUEL JOHNSON. 


Sabines, that word signified a stone, and 
that the disease was so called on account 
of the hardness which it occasioned in the 
surrounding integuments. As to our Cor- 
respondent’s conjecture, we must remind 
him that when, by virtue of his metathesis, 
he has put the cart before the horse, and 





Birmingham, Feb, 21, 1829. 


Is it not more probable, that the deriva-| 
tion of the term hernia should be from | 


rn vel pyyvtw (forming per metathesin | 

jw, rumpo,) than from the usually 

given theme, viz. fpvos, ramus, germen ! 
By this means we shall obtain the inci- 


jent A in hernia, which tpvos cannot give, 
ing without an uspirate ; we shall have a 


more intelligible theme, for is the 
verb from which we have our English term 


rupture; and we shall also have a verb as 
the base, which, as Professor Long remarks 
in his introductoty lecture at the London 
University, “‘ the examination of the facts 
which a language exhibits, and the applica- 
tion of the inductive system, will generally 
bring us to.” 

*,* If our Correspondent should be as 
young a man as we take him to be, he will, 
perhaps, forgive us for recommending him 
not to waste the laudable spirit of inquiry 
by which he app tobe ated, on pur- 
suits which are rather curious than useful, 
The time spent in weighing syllables and 
elaborating etymologies would be far more 
profitably employed in the investigation of 
facts. We cannot pretend to much skill in 
the learning of derivations ; but as our Cor- 
respondent has forced us into the Chair, as 
a sort of consulting etymologist, we must 
endeavour to acquit ourselves as well as we 
can in this new office, and show him why 
there is no foundation for his conjecture. 





Ramex is the Latin synonym for hernia, 
and as ramex is derived from ramus, so 
hernia is, by the same analogy, and from the 
same supposed resemblance of the descend- 
ing portion of the intestine to the branch of 
@ tree, derivable from épvos. Our Corre- 
spondent is mistaken in supposing that épvos 
is not aspirated. Celsus, indeed, gives 
another etymology for the word hernia ; 


for he tells wo that, in the language of the 


got npyvuw from pryvuw, he has still made 
but an indifferent approximation to hernia. 
This sort of etymological Aocus pocus re- 
minds us of the derivation of the English 
word hen from ava, per apocopen, for avasa 
surrvexit, because the cock’s crowing makes 
you rise in the morning. 





DR. SAMUEL JOHNSON. 





To the Editor of Tus Lancer. 


Sitr,—Some of the circumstances given 
|in Dr. Wilson’s account of the post-mortem 
| examination of the celebrated Dr. Samuel 
| Johnson, which appears in Tue Lancer of 
this day, are so incorrect, that they may, 
with propriety, be said to be untrue, and 
you will, perhaps, be unwilling to cor- 
rect them; and thus relieve the memory 
of that very great man from the unmerited 
stigma which the account, as it now stands, 
is calculated to affix on it. 

Cruikshank and James Wilson were sur- 
geons, and, therefore, are not to be called 
Doctors, which they never were. Cruik- 
shank was the regular medical attendant 
upon Dr. Johnson, during the last four or 
five years of his life: as it appears that 
James Wilson was present at the examina- 
tion of Dr. Jolhmson’s body, he must have 
been so in the capacity of assistant-dis. 
sector to Cruikshank, because, at that time, 
he had not commenced practice as a sur- 
geon, and was then employed as dissecting 
assistant to Cruikshank and Dr. Baillie, in 
Windmill-street, at the time that I wasa 
pupil there. Having been employed in as- 
sisting Cruikshank to examine the Doctor’s 
body, it was natural that, as a young man of 
talent, Wilson should take minutes of what 
he saw, and even heard, there. In doing 
this, be might have misunderstood, and, 
therefore, misrepresented, something that 
was perhaps said by another; but, at all 
events, he could not have written what he 
did write from his own knowledge, because 
I am quite certain that he never was inthe 
same room with Dr. Johnson, while Dr. 
Johnson was alive, and never afterwards, 
but on the siogle occasion that has been 
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DR. SAMUEL JOHNSON. 17 


The truth is, that Dr. Johnson 
employed himself in formin 
upon matters connected wi 
which he displayed no know- 
subject; he was always much 
ght of death, and when 
fast approaching, the prin- 
which was said to be dropsy, 
lower extremities were very 
, he fancied that if they were 
vy water would ee” —_ 

be greatly relieved, and, per . 
uite cured. Cruikshank thought — 
an ; he believed that the fatal * emg 

the case was rapidly approaching, and, 
therefore, that such ein would 
be useless, if not injurious; and having 
formed this opinion, he evaded all the 
Doctor's requests to perform that operation, 
without assigning his reasons. The Doctor, 
under the influence of his own opinion, and 
irritated by these repeated refusals to com- 
ply with his request, did.-by some means 
procure @ lancet, and in a paroxysm of 
anger, declared that he would puncture his 
legs himself. Two persons were present, 
from one of whom I received this informa- 
tion. This gentleman, being more alarmed 
than his companion, propagated a report 
that Dr. Johnson was seized with a fit of 
insanity, and had attempted to destroy him- 
self with a lancet. Some modification 
of this report might have come to the 
ears of young Wilson while he was in the 
house, and thus have passed into your 
Journal, under the ve assertion, that 
Dr. Johnson aiertonmy he own life, by sca- 
rifying his legs, because he was disappointed 
in not seeing his medical adviser so soon as 
he expected. In truth, he did not die until 
several days after he had punctured his 
legs ia the manner that I have related. 
I had my information from Mauritius Lowe, 
an unfortunate gentleman and artist, who 
was so much connected with Dr. Johnson, 
that he never passed a day, when the Doctor 
could be seen, without being some part of 
it at his hose. This unfortunate man, and 
some of his children, had suffered most se- 
verely from scrofulous diseases, and had 
received i t professional services from 
Criikshank, who introduced him to Dr. 
Johnson. 

The Doctor, for many months before, and 
at the time of his death, had a very great 
enlargement of the scrotum, from accumu- 
Jation of water in that part, as well as in 
the abdomen and inthe extremities. This is 
another proof, that the post-mortem exami- 
nation was not conducted with very great 
attention. 

Lowe hod suffered most papery from 
scrofulg in the testes; upon this subject I 
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had rendered him essential service, and in 
consequénce, he auggested to Dr. Johnson 
No. 292, 


on Qs might derive benefit, or at least com- 
ort, from keeping the scrotum suspended. 
This object I had the satisfaction to accom- 
plish, and I continued to attend Dr. Johnson 
from the very beginning of his illness until 
his death. It was this circumstance that 
led me to know more of Dr. Johnson’s situ- 
ation than I should otherwise have done. 

As your reporter said, thatJamés Wilson’s 
paper was one of extraordinary interest, it 
is proper that the real facts should be 
known. Iam, Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 
T. SHecprake. 
7, Devonshire-street, Portland-place, 
March 28th. 





THE. LONDON AND SOUTHWARK MIDWIFERY 
INSTITUTION. 

Tae second anniversary dinner of this 
Charity was held at The Crown and Anchor 
Tavern, on Thursday ; the Sheriff of London 
in the chair. Nearly one hundred gentle- 
men on this occasion sat down to dinner. In 
the course of the evening many excellent 
speeches were made, from which, and the 
relation of cases, the usefulness of the Insti- 
tution. was abundantly elucidated. One 
grand point insisted on was the propriety 
and necessity of endeavouring to okfain for 
it a more extensive degree of female patron- 
age, the humane objects of the Charity 
being confined solely to that sex. With this 
view it was suggested, that ladies be invited 
to grace the next anniversary dinner with 
their presence. The health of the surgeons 
to the Institution, Messrs. Waller and 
Doubleday, was greeted with loud applause ; 
and these gentlemen having briefiy returned 
thanks, the convivialities of the meeting 
were maintained toa late hour. 





LONDON GENERAL INSTITUTION, 
For the Gratuitous Cure of Malignant 
Diseases. 

Tue first anniversary dinner of this Insti- 
tution was held at the London Coffee 
House, on Thursday, sennight. The Lord 
Mayor presided. A very large and res- 
pectable company attended, and a consi- 
derable number of subscribers was added 
tothe funds. The Secretary, amongst other 
statements, announced that the Charity had 
received the sanction and patronage of his 
Majoety, after its object and merits had 
undergone a careful and satisfactory investi- 
gation by Mr. Peel. The health of thesur- 
geon to the Institution, William Marsden, 
Esq., was proposed in a neat encomiastic 
speech by the Lord Mayor, and was drunk 
with the enthusiastic plaudits of the com- 
pany. Mr, Marsden returned thanks in an 
appropriate speech, and described at consi- 
derable length the nature of the Institution, 
and the benefit it is likely to effect. 
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THE LANCET. 
London, Saturday, April 4, 1829. 
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Iw The Morning Herald of Monday a 
statement appeared, under the head of 
Police Reports, which, if the evidence of 
the party who preferred the charge, a young 
womah of the town, were true, would go 
far to prove, what is indeed sufficiently pro- 
bable, that the crimes which have disgraced 
the Scotch capital are in a course of perpe- 
tration in this metropolis. Mr. Broughton, 
the magistrate, in addressing the prisoners, 
is reported to have said, “ that he had not a 
shadow of doubt in his mind, that they in- 
tended to murder the girl for the diabolical 
purpose of disposing of her body.” The 
evidence of a girl in the complainant's un- 
fortunate condition of life is, of course, to 
be received with caution, and the influence 
of terror may also affect’ the credit which is 
due to her account of the outrage she 
suffered, and the further atrocities which 
she declared té have been meditated. That 
there are miscreants ready to turn to 2 
practical account the “ bloody instructions” 
they have received through the disclosures 
at Edinburgh, no man who knows any thing 
of the state of crime in this metropolis can 
doubt; not can any man who knows any 
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net declared that, “‘ in his opinion, the crimes 
recently; disclosed rendered it necessary 
that a new law should be passed, and with 
the utmost speed too, to preserve the lives 
of his Majesty's subjects, and especially 
the poorer part of them. He appealed to 
the heart and feelings of the House and 
the country, and he begged the Right 
Honourable Secretary for the Home Depart- 
meant to direct the law officers of the crown 
to protect, by some new enactment, the 
persons of his Majesty’s subjects, and to 
take care to meke provision for bringing to 
justice every surgeon who should receive 
bodies without due inquiry,” 

To this call, Mr. Secretary Part answered 
by observing, that 

‘* He knew nothing of the case to which 
the Hon. Baronet had referred; aod he 
thought, therefore, that he could not take it 
for granted that that case hed occurred. He 
trusted that the Hon. Baronet would not 
suffer his indignation to overrule the appre- 
hensions of his calmer judgment. It cer- 
tainly appeared to him that it would be 
difficult to make the punishment for offences 
against the person more severe than the 
were. By the law, as it now stood, 
attempts against the life of an individual, 
whether by drowning, sutlocation, shooting, 
or cutting, were punishable with death ; 
and he must, therefore, again say, that he 
did not see how the punishment could be 
increased. Even the same attempts, with 
only the design of doing some grievous bodil 
harm, were, as the law at present 
punishable in the same way ; so that it ap- 
peared to him, that every thing had been 


thing of that vulgar chapter ity the statistics | done which it was possible for the Legisla- 


of this metropolis, which relates to the 
want, the misery, and the destitution of its 
inhabitants, doubt thet from the friendiess 
unsheltered portion of our fellow-country- 
mea living victims may be securely select- 
ed for the supply of those human shambles, 


which, after the neglect of the dreadful | 


ture to accomplish. With respect to the 
surgeons, the measure which was now under 
the consideration of the House, for the 
better supply of dead bodies, would afford @ 
field for discugsion on that subject; and, in 
the course of it, the House w have an 
opportunity to consider, whether it would 
be right to require medical men to take out 





a license prior to dissecting. In his opinion, 
therefore, no law could give greater security 


warning the Scotch crimes bave held out (o| than the one which at present existed on 
as, may be said to: be kept Open for their ‘He subject. 


reception. 

The case reported in The Herald on 
Monday, was, on the same day, brought 
under the notice of the House of Commons 
by Sir Crantes Burnet. The Hon. Baro- 


If these be the sentiments of the Right 


' Honourable Secretary, and if the. measure 
‘about to be submitted to Parliament be 


regulated by the view which he appears to 
take of the evils which call for a kégislative 
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remedy, neither the public nor the medical 
profession are likely to be benefited by that 
metsure. Mr. Peex's reply to the Hon. 
Baronet’s observations, is not only cold and 
conceited—the Right Honourable Secretary 
never lacks conceit, nor is ever, we believe, 
betrayed into warmth of feeling, except at 
the wrongs which his personal vanity may 
have received—but it has nothing to do with 
the point which the Hon. Baronet’s obser- 
vations brought into question. The horrible 
disclosures at Edinburgh have brought to 
light a new species of crime—new to the 
public, though it lins probably long been 
practised—against the commission of which, 
as the law stands at present, there is no 
sufficient security. But the Home Secretary 
says, that as all attempts against life, whe- 
ther by stabbing, suffocating, or other 
means, are at present punishable witlr 
death, no law could give greater security. 
If this argument were not as futile as it is 
free from tlre ‘‘ humane indignation ’’ for 
which the Home Secretary rebuked the 
Hon. Baronet, the consolatory inference 
from it would be, that people must submit 
to the liability of being butchered for the 
sake of the price which their corpses may 
fetch at the shambles of the lecturers. 
But it was truly and pertinently observed 
by Sir Cuanues Burnews, that ‘if sur- 
geons would take bodies into their disséct- 
ing-rooms, without inquiring how the parties 
had come by their death, the public would 
have as much to guard against the surgeons 
as against the body-stealers.”” Undoubtedly, 
it is against the traffic between anatomists 
and assassins that the public have a right 
to be protected, and there is no existing 
law which affords them such protection. 
The public want not to be told with oracu- 
lar importance, that an attempt to commit 
murder is already a capital offence. What 
they want is, protection against the receiv- 
ers of murdered bodies, as well as against 
the wretches who may be tempted to com- 
mit murder for the sake of the money with 


which their crimes may be rewarded. The 
existence of the dissecting-rooms in this 
metropolis, in the present state of things, 
is an invitation and an incitement to crime ; 
and as the teachers of anatomy have not had 
the humanity and the decency to suspend the 
detestable traffic in human flesh, until the 
Legislature should have provided some re- 
medy for the evil, we contend that it was 
the bounden duty of the executive govern- 
ment to exercise its influence and authority, 
in order to abate a public nuisance. So fer, 
however, it should seem, is the Home Secre- 
tary from being moved by the continuance 
of the disgusting traffic between anatomists 
aud resurr ists—so far is the Home 
Secretary from feeling himself called upon 
to take any extraordinary steps to put dowa 
an unlawful traffic, whieh has led to the 
slaughter of sixteen human beings in the 
Scotch capital, and which mey, by this 
time, have occasioned the slaughter of many 
a houseless wanderer in this metropolis, 
that he coolly tells us the law can give no 
greater security to buman life; sneers at 
the warmth of indignation betrayed by the 
Honourable Baronet, who brought forward 
this subject in a manner which will secare 
to him the approbation of every man of just 
feeling in the country ; exborts that Honoar- 
able Baronet to regulate his horror of crime 
“by” the apprehensions of acalmer judg- 
ment ; and, finally, intimates that it will be 
time enough, when Mr. Wansgunton’s Bill 
comes ou for discussion, to inquire whether, 
it may not be expedient to grant to particu- 








lar surgeops licenses for dissecting. Lii- 
censeS for dissecting! And this is all that 
the Home Secretary deems necessary in the, 
way of remedy for an evil witich has led to. 
the commission of crimes of unheard-of 
atrocity—erimes that, for any thing that 
licenses for dissecting would effect, may, 
still continue to be committed with every 
prospect of impunity. The law, we are 
told, cam give no greater security to human 
life than. it affords already—if sixteen hu- 
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man beings have certainly been butchered, 
and many more have probably been slaugh- 
tered in consequence of the connivance at 
the practice of dissection by a violation of 
the laws, this is a state of things which 
cannot be remedied by a penal enactment, 
and, as ‘for the lecturers, they may be li- 
censed to dissect, as stage-coach drivers) 
and publicans are licensed to carry six in- 
side and sell porter. Ofa truth, this must 
be confessed to be a most enlightened view 
of the anatomical question; and a politic 
view withal, for the granting of licenses to 
dissect, may create a new branch of patron- 
age, oil the wheels of corruption, and 
strengthen the hands of the government and 
the great unpaid. Neveys and Noodles 
may be taken under the wing of the powers 
that be; and the same surgeons, who pos- 
sess a monopoly for operating on the living 
bodies of the poor, may obtain the exclusive 
privilege of dissecting the victims of their 
unskilfulness.. This, we confidently pre- 
dict; will never do. We deny the cold- 
blooded proposition, that no law can give 
greater security to human life. Human life 
has been sacrificed, and is still liable to 
be sacrificed, through negligence, supine- 
ness, and a culpable connivance at a vio- 
lation of the laws on the part of the go- 
vernment, and the public has a right to call 
for fresh securities, Anxious as we are to 
see due facilities afforded to the study of 
anatomy, and zealously as we have laboured 
to obtain such concessions in behalf of our 
professional brethren, as might place the 
practice of dissection on a safe, and, as far 
as may be, an uaexceptionable footing, we 
devy that these objects, however important, 
are for a moment to be put in competition 
with the security of the public agsinst as- 
sassination, or the crimes, short of murder, 
which. may be committed by the organised 
gang of thieves and burglars now in the pay 
The public 
lave a right to this proctection, let what 
will come of the study of anatomy, and the 


of the teachers of anatomy. 
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practice of dissection. And to render the 

practice of dissection compatible with the 

public security, it will be necessary to ex- 

tinguish the trade of the exhumator, not 

only by establishing a legitimate source 

whence subjects may be obtained, but by 
declaring every species of traffic in the dead 

body of human beings unlawful; and by 
passing a law of sufficient severity, to ren- 

der it in the highest degree unsafe for sur- 
geons to receive a dead body under other 
circumstances than those sanctioned by the 

Legislature. 

We are sorry to find a morning journalist 
appearing in the new character of an enemy 
to benevolence, and even in that of an apolo- 
gist, sub modo, for the purest and most un- 
mixed diabolism. The Morning Chronicle 
improves upon the sneers in which Mr. 
Pest indulged, at the supposed expense of 
Sir Cuar.es Burnett. The following ob- 
servations, considering the case to which 
they are meant to be applicable, will find 
little favour, we suspect, either among the 
reflecting or the humane readers of The Morn - 
ing Chronicle, if we must needs separate its 
readers into these classes, and take it for 
granted, according to the theory of the 
Editor, that benevolence is incompatible 
with reflection. 

** Now this excess of humanity in Sir C. 
Burrext, which demanded for its gratifica- 
tion a vigour beyond the law, may lead us 
to suspect that the framers of our Black 
Acts and similar enactments, who had seen 
the misery caused by the cutting of dams, 
and conflagrations executed by men going 
about with blackened faces, &c., were most 
humane men, and really meant well to their 
species. ‘The circumstances of the country 
are now chenged, and we wonder merely at 
the enactments, unable to account for the 
indignation of the Burners of those days, 
to whem we are, no doubt, indebted for them, 
if any Honourable Member were to obtain 
a law enacting that every body of which the 
death by natural means could not be proved, 
| found in the possession of a surgeon, should 
be visited on such surgeon with death, he 
would be popular beyond example. ‘The 
misfortune would be that the law could not 
be executed. Every surgeon who received 
a dead body would instantly take care to 
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all possibility of evidence against | sixteen ‘murders have been committed, six 
Fifty years hence the law would be | 


hime 
cited as a proot of the unreflecting barbarous- 
ness and stupidity of our times. 

“If we wish to do good to our fellow- 
creatures, reflection is of more consequence 
than good feeling. We must not legislate 
in passion. If the legislature is in a passion, 
the criminal is cool; and if passion blinds 
men, interest makes them sharp-sighted. 
Benevolent intentions without judgment are 
the cause of most of the evils under which 
mankind suffer. Though we all prefer our- 
selves to others, yet we are all naturally 
benevolent also. Cow men intend cruelty or 
eae The misfortane is, that the 
best intentions, when not under the guidance 
of sober judgment, often lead to more mis- 
chievous consequences than could have re- 
sulted from the purest and most unmixed 
diabolism. We are in dread of benevolent 


men ; for the goodness of intention of which 


they are conscious leads them to be more in- 
dulgent to their s ions and refiectioas 
than they ought to be ; and the benevolent 
and warm temperament is unfortunately more 
characterised by an impatience to give effect 
to its intentions, than to foresee and appre- 
ciate correctly the consequences which must 
fiow from them.” 

The ridicule which is here cast on the 
Honourable Baronet joses its sting, when it 
is remembered that the writer of the article 
is the only person who has dreamed of 
punishing surgeons with death for the un- 
lawful pogsession of a dead body ; and that, 
however successfully he may have shown 
the absurdity of visiting such an offence with 
so disproportionate a punishment, he is com- 
bating a phantom of his own creation. It 
does not follow that, because it would be ab- 
surd to make the trafficking with resurrec- 
tionists and assassins a capital offence, it 
would not be highly expedient to restrain 
such traffic by a punishment commensurate 
with the offence, and thisis the plain answer 
to all that is humorous in the observations 
of The Ch: onicle. As to the theory touching 
the danger of benevolence, how does it apply 
tothe Scotch murders? Sixteen human be- 
ings have been slaughtered in succession to 
supply the shambles of a single Scotch 
doctor with subjects for dissection ; and it 
would be an extravagant assumption to sup- 
pose that, during the period in which these 
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lives have been saved by all the anatomical 
skill of all the Scotch doctors in Edinburgh. 
If we lay humanity out of the question, 
therefore, and are as unmoved by the atrocity 
of the Scotch murders as Zhe Chronicle can 
desire, we must still come to the conclusion, 
that the good to be derived from dissection 
is not worth the cost of so unsparing a des- 
traction of human life. Yet The Chronicle 
would prefer the pure diabolism which gene- 
rated these crimes to the absurd benevo- 
lence which seeks to restrain surgeons, as 
unscrupulous and as little inclined to ask 
questions as the Scotch doctor Knox, from 
encouraging their commission. The meta- 
physics on which this writer's dread of be- 
nevolence is founded may be admirable, but 
in whet school has he learned his humani- 
ties? For our own parts, we have no 
tear that the world is likely to be overe 
stocked with good feeling, and we are 
satisfied that false reasoning and selfish 
sophistry have wrought more evil among 
men than the excess of natural benevo- 
lence. Whether the Zhe Chronicle's new- 
born admiration of the man whom he was 
wont to ridicule as a shallow pretender to 
statesmanship, and whom he once re- 
proached with being red-haired and cruel, 
and cruel because he was red-haired! 
Whether this new-born admiration of Mr. 
Pee be the result of reflection or benevo- 
lence, we know not; whatever may be the 
cause of the conversion, its value is cer- 
tainly somewhat affected by the manifest 
disposition of our contemporary to become, 
at the same time, the apologist of “ pure 
and unmixed diabolism.” 


Tue proceedings at several inquests 
which have been held in the course of the 
last ten days, demonstrate, in a striking 
manner, the necessity of appointing men 
possessed of medical information to fill the 
office of Coroner. In almost every case 











~which comes before the Coroner, the in- 
quiry into the cause of death involves a 
medical, not a legal question ; and none but 

* medical men can duly estimate the value of 
-the testimony by which the verdict should 
_be governed. We shall take an early op- 
_ portunity of calling the attention of our rea- 
ders to this subject. 





“WESTMINSTER MEDICAL SOCIETY. 
Saturday, March 21, 1829. 


Mr. Annorr in the Chair. 


“CONTINUATION OF THE DISCUSSION ON THE 
ALLEGED EFFICACY OF TANNERS’ BARK 
IN PULMONARY CONSUMPTION. 


Dr. Dovp thanked the members for the at- 
tention they had given to the subject of his 
* “late commanication. Since the last meet- 
ding; he had made inquiry of the stewards of | 
the Societies in Bermondsey, but could ob- 

‘tain no information from them, as the So-_| 
cieties provided only against sickness, not | 
death, and the diseases were not particu- 
larised. As the subject was important, he 
‘proposed that the Society should institute a 
pegular inquiry on it; he saw no ether way 
of arriving at the truth. Besides these, he 
had made other inquiries, one of them at 
the Surrey Dispensary, where, however, 
the books were not kept with sufficient ac- 
curacy to enable him to rely on them for in- 
formation. Dr. Roe, however, did not 
-know of a single instance of phthisis amongst 
the tanners, who went there for relief, 
though the applicants were very numerous. 
These men were subject to catarrh, but it 
did not progress to consumption. He had, 
however, met with one young man ina tan- 
yard at Bermondsey, with great tightness of 
the chest, and his medical man said he 
would die, but he (Ds. Dodd) thought his 
life was, or would be, preserved by his oc- 
cupations, The apparatus of which he had 
spoken was in the lobby, and might be ex- 
amined by the members. In conclusion, he 
observed, that those men in the trade who 
were termed bark tanners, and were most 
exposed to the process, were by far the 
most healthy class. , 

' Dr. Sommenvitts complimented Dr. 
Dodd on his paper. He believed that tanners 
were more free than other men, but he con- 
sidered, that before the conclusions of Dr. 
Dodd could be justly drawn, the history and 
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tto be closely exa- 
eae 
that no plan of 


——s — 


trines on the subject, 


ment had been laid down, and medical 

acknowledged no cure for it. It had not been 
sufficiently discussed ; until within the lest 
15 years, they had not even been accurately 
acquainted with its various stages, and cer- 
tainly a more intimate knowledge of the pa- 


thology of the disease was necessary to ena- 
ble physicians to prescribe with advantage in 
its various states. It had too often been con- 
sidered a fatal disease. What we did know 
on the subject, had been in great measure 
derived from the French : to them we owed 
the stethoscope. He thought it right to say 


} a word or two on the subject of this valuable 


instrument, the production of a Laennec, 
and asecond Laennec was not to be found. In 
the use of it every thing depended upon the 
bands in which it was placed ; unfortunately, 
it got inte those of ignorant as well as skilful 
men; but the stethoscope was of so deli- 
cate a nature, that its character, he feared, 
suffered injury from this; those who best 
knew its application were the least hasty 
in deciding on its indications. No prudent 
man would rely entirely upon it. In the 


| early stages, more, he thought. was to be 


accomplished by change of climate, and 
attention to diet, than any thing else; but 
when tubercles were once fi ing 
could be done for the patient. 

The Cuatrman observed to Dr. Som- 
merville, that he thought it was not in or- 
der to go beyond the immediate subject of 
the efficacy of oak bark, 

Dr. Sommenrvitte wished to make but 
one additional remark; he thought Dr 
Dodd's theory in great measure good, but it 
must be remembered, that the possession of 
health was so indispensable to the labours 
of the tanner, that no men were employed 
without it, and this it was, perhaps, that 
explained the reason why tanners were 
found to be so free from disease. 

Mr. Bennere objected to the indiscrimi- 
nate manner in which the word consump- 
tion was used; for, in fact, it included a 
great variety of diseases, some of them cur- 
able, and others not; that stage of phthisis 
in which tubercles were developed, never 
could be cured. Tubercles might be sta- 
tiouary for some time, but if they advanced, 
the cure was hopeless ; for this there wes a 
mechanical reason ; they produced such ca- 
vities or caverns in the lung, that it could 
not be contracted for the purposes of life. 
The patient must sink under such circum- 
stances. It was true that scrofulous tuber- 
cles could be cured, but these would suppu- 
rate, and the cavity close up, but the me- 
chanical lesions of the lungs were past the 
healing art. The aroma of bark might pre- 
vent the development of tubercles, or cheek 
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their advancement when stationary, but it 
could do no more. 
napa tpg had been eleven years con- 
with an institution in which tanners 
were often admitted, and had never known 
4p instance of phthisis amongst them. He 
thought the observations of the last gentle- 
men rather inconsistent, and protested 
against the doctrine, that we owed our 
knowledge of morbid anatomy to the French, 
It was a general sort of statement, which 
pene ran away with, especially if they 
lived much in France ; but if they had 
spent much of their time in the English hos- 
itals, they would have seen sufficient to in- 
them to think differently. He denied 
the mechanical impossibility of curing tuber- 
cles; the caverns might be, and occasionally 
were, cured ; oftener, perhaps, than Mr. Ben- 
nett wasawareof. That which nature her- 
self would effect might be effected by art, and 
the aroma of bark appeared to him, as far as 
the evidence yet went, the most probable of 
all the remedies proposed ; at all events, 
Dr. Dodd’s statement had not yet been con- 
tradicted. 


Mr. Bewnxerr observed, that as far as 
Dr. Macleod’s observations went, they could 
not apply to him. Though he had passed 
a considerable time in France, in anatomical 
studies, he had spent double the time in 
English hospitals previously. He agreed 
that very small cavities might be cured, 
but large ones, such as he could put bis 
fist into, never could. 

Mr. Bincuam repeated his opinions of 
the last evening, and illustrated them by 
@ long disquisition on a certain bottle of 





tooth powder, during the description of 
which the members became rather impa- | 
tient. He thought Dr. Dodd's plan might, 
be improved upon ; ladies and gentlemen | 
might imitate bark tanners, by shovelling 
oak bark about in a large room; aroma and 
exercise would then be united. 

It was suggested, that Dr. Dodd's appa- 
ratus be put upon the table, and while it 
was bringing up, Dr. Dopp stated, that it 
was his inteution to take advantage of Dr. 
Milligan’s late offer of some experimental 
patients. He was not chemist enough to 
analyse the fluid from which the aroma 
arose, but if any person would do it, and 
make known the results, he should be much 
obliged to them. 

r. Stewarr made some observations, 
in a very low tone. He considered that 
few diseases were more regular in its 
stages and results than phthisis, and it 
should be checked at first. Condemnation 
to a tan-yard for life would be a remedy 
worse than the disease. 

Mr. Curxwocx stated, thet it had fallen 
to his lot to see much of this disease. He 
had come to the Society, on the announce- 





ment of the jon, pane ae ny 
Open, to s iw an cou 
suggested. He had see every mode 

all without 


that he had discovered a plan of treatment 
that would cure the disease, and he had 
high authority at the time for believing it ; 
but though the patient to whom he alluded 
was relieved for twelve months, the second 
ear the complaint returned, and the third 
e was in a tottering condition. He had 
come, therefore, to the meeting, with a 
strong impression on the subject, but the 
paper of Dr. Dodd had almost converted 
him ; and he was compelled to say, that if 
Dr. Dodd could establish his statements, 
they deserved the utmost attention of the 
Society and the profession. With this feel- 
ing he had left the room, bent upon making 
his own inquiries, and confirming the pro- 
position he had heard, and at an early hour 
he waited on a gentleman, a highly respect- 
able and opulent man, whose opinion he 
immediately asked. He had been a tanner 
for seventeen years, and had employed forty 
or fifty men annually, ‘“* And what kind of 
men were they!” he inquired.—‘* Oh, 
healthy and fine men, all of them.” “ Are 
they never ill ?”—** No, never.” “* Then, if 
they are never ill, there is no such thing as 
consumption amongst them ?”’— No; but 
go into the tan-yerd, and make inquiry.” 
He did so; unfortunately the men were at 
dinner, but the foreman, an intelligent man, 
was there. ‘‘ Were there any complaints 
of consumption in the yard?”—*“ Oh, yes, 
Sir.” * Are you sure of it ?’’—‘* Ob, yes.” 
“« Did any of the men die of consumption?” 
—“ Oh, yes, we buried one only a week 
ago: there was another man who died of con- 
sumption, after he bad been a tanner fifteen 
years; it came on while he was working 
over the pits.”” This man knew of three 
other cases also; one of a weakly man, who 
was obliged to leave the business, and died 
twelve duys after. These facts completely 
changed him; he went almost a disciple, 
and came away a sceptic. These were 
strong facts, and such as he would afford 
Dr. Dodd ample means of investigating ; 
but he was sure it was of no avail. He re- 
membered a case of a consumptive patient, 
the sister of the Marquis of Cholmondeley, 
who was completely encased in bark for this 
disease ; in fact, she wore constantly, at the 
suggestion of Sir H. Halford, a chemise 
quilted of bark, but it was quite useless. 
Dr. Suter considered great praise due to 
Dr. Dodd, for the manner in which he had 
pursued this subject, especially when he 
saw a parcel of impudent empirica, 
as Mr. St. John Long (bravo! and hear, 
hear) springing up in the country. He 
thought atmosphere of great importanee to 





at 


the consumptive patient, or why were phthi- 
sical patients sent to such climates as that 
of Italy. He had no doubt that Mr. St. 
John Long made his’ patients imbibe some 

r atmosphere ; and that by dietry, and 
nA ge he, in some degree, re- 

them; but this was all, for by his 
total and gross ignorance of medicine, he 
soon sent them to their graves. 

Dr. Dopp was very grateful for all the 
compliments paid him. He thought it was 
proper that the great dissipation of tanners 
ought to be taken into account, by those 
who were opposed to his views ; whatever 
case was mentioned against them, he should 
like to see the medical man who had at- 
tended it. In answer to a question from 
Dr. Gregory, of what diseases tanners really 
did die, and at what average age, Dr. Dodd 
acknowledged that they certainly were, by 
no means, long-lived ; the average age was 
about fifty. 

Mr. Burwertr was astonished to hear in 
one and the same breath that tanners were 
healthy men, and yet short-lived. The fact 
was, with regard to their freedom from con- 
sumption, that the moment their Jungs were 
diseased, they were obliged to quit the 
yards; the reasoning was plain enough. 
Whoever heard of a Quaker being hung! 
He was turned out beforehand. 


knew boys at schools to die of consumption ? 
The moment they were ill, they were taken 


away; but was propria que maribus to be 
considered as te specific at schools for 
phthisis; and as for putrescence, as some 
had alleged, being a possible remedy, how 


came it that nightmen were not more 


healthy than other people. 


Mr. Bewwerrt instanced a case of a phthi- | 


sical gentleman in Paris, who was relieved 
by attending the dissecting-rooms—Mr. 
Burnett quoted a case at the Webb Street 


Whoever | 


FORM OF THE CRANIUM. 


skull to the arch or dome of architects, the 
analogy between which he denied,—com- 
bating the opinion generally entertained 
this subject by anatomists and natural 
losophers. The paper, the arguments of 
which included details far too elaborate to 
allow justice to be done them in a report, 
went to prove, that no pressure tever 
could be exerted, under ordinary circum- 
stances, on the temporal, by the lower mar- 
gins of the parietal bones—that the temporal 
had, in its connexion with other bones, no 
provision whatever for resisting pressure— 
that if pressure occurred, the temporal would 
be the most easily dislodged of any of the 
bones in the base of the cranium—that the 
parietals were hung upon each other, and 
| upon the frontal and occipital bones in such a 
| manner, that every point of their lateral and 
| superior margins was hung as it were by a 
| hook—that the frontal and occipital bones 
| were held in such close apposition with the 
| parietal, that the hooks of the latter could 
|not readily be removed from the reverse 
_ hooks of those bones on which they 
| that the occipital was the chief source of the 
firmness of the two bones, (the frontal and 
occipital) on which the parietals hung—and 
that the occipital derived its principal bind- 
ing power from its being balanced on the 
spine, as on a fulcrum. In es i 
these positions, Mr. Thomson consi 
‘he was detracting nothing from the evi- 
dences of wisdom which the sw ana- 
logy was intended to point out, but that 
Nature exhibited even greater ingenuity in 
the artifice of the Skull, then the author of 
the disputed notion originally intended to 
attribute to her. 

If, observed Mr. Thomson, in summing 
| up his arguments, the parietal bones were 
divided into individual pieces of greater 
| or less breadth, by lines dewe parallel to 











School of an opposite kind—Mr. Chinnock | the mesial line, each of the pieces so ob- 
confirmed the suggestion that sick workmen | tained might be considered as a beam of 
were soon sent from tan-yards to die some-| bone, hung, without any reference to its 
where else—Dr. Gregory stated that the | arched nature, entirely upon the frontal and 
records of tailors gave more deaths from | parietal, and merely connected with its ad- 
consumption than those of any other trade— | jacent beams for the sake of greater secu- 
and Dr. Dodd having made a concluding | rity. It was true, that the arched nature of 
appeal in favour of his views—the meeting these beams gave them greater strength in 
separated: | Opposing vertical pressure ; but by consider- 
| ing that the bounding lines of these beams 
ran parallel to the mesial line, and the planes 
| in which they laid as converging to the in- 
| ferior mesial line, we might regard each 

beam, except the last, (transversely consi- 
| dered,) as a wedge ; for the external table 
| being broader than the internal, the former 

was prevented from falling inwardly by 
| Vertical pressure, from the resistance op- 
Iw the absence of a member who was to have | posed by the adjacent beams, a resistance 
made sou:e communication to the Society, that was fully secured by their hanging upon 
Mr. Thomson read a paper on the alleged | the frontal and the occipital by their owa 
resemblance of the upper part of the human |hooks. Hence we could scarcely consider 
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Dr. A. T. Tnomson in the Chair. 


BONES OF THE CRANIUM, NOW KEPT TOGR- 
THER.——CONSU MPTION.—TETANUS. 





LITHOTOMY IN THE HORSE. 


bones as acting the part of arches Ia- 

or transversely to the mesial line, 

it was evident we could remove one 

beams without the rest yielding or 

in. Nature had the more effectually 

for the full action of these trans- 
verse wedges, by uniting them into one | 
bone, thus adding the force of cohesion to 
the principle of the wedge. He did not 
mean to deny, that the bones of the skull 
formed a kind of arch, or dome, but that 
their structure by no means presented such 
an arch Sey eee for, from 
what he had described, the frontal, parietals, 
and occipital, were so connected together, 
that they would allow of no lateral thrust, 
and their pressure, therefore, must be quite 
vertical upon the bones, or parts of bones, 
which supported them. Finally, Mr. Thom- 
son considered that the fact of the cranium 
being so connected as to form a dome with- 
out lateral thrust, was not so curious a cir- 
cumstance as that its pieces should be so 
constructed into a dome ; the whole weight 
of which was, under any circumstances, ca- 
pable of being collected into so small a space 
as is given on the top of the spine ; and that 
this small ~ should be the means of 
securing the ce of lateral thrust, must, 
he thought, strike us as indicating a per- 
fection of design which, while it demanded 


our utmost admiration, altogether baffled our 
powers of expressing it. 


No discussion ensuing on the subject of 
the paper, 
The Cuarrman shortly afterwards ob- 
served, thathe was acquainted with a trial 
which had been made at New York and 
Philadelphia, of another remedy for tuber- 
cular consumption. Wool was taken from 
the back of the sheep, and burnt, without 
preparation of any kind, in the room of the 
consumptive patient. One patient, how- 
ever, had since died, and the other, though 

alive, was sinking. The irritation of 
the chest was, in some measure, lessened ; 
but the extremely disagreeable effects on 
other parties in the house had caused the 
discontinuance of the remedy. Dr. Barton, 
who proposed it, had used it in exterval ul- 
ceration with considerable advantage. 


Dr. Grecory, in absence of any other 
topic, related a case in which tetanus and 
trismus hed followed inflammation of the 
foot, with excessive pain, cowsequent upon 
exposure during a frosty night; but Dr. 
Gregory having fallen asleep a few seconds 
after resuming his seat, and continuing in 
that state during the observations which 
followed, we presume they were not cal- 
culated to~produce any great interest, and 
therefore omit them. 





LITHOTOMY IN THE HORSE. 


Tue following are the particulars of the 
operation of lithotomy on a horse, men- 
tioned in our last Number, as having been 
read at the meeting at the College or Phy- 
sicians. In addition to the cases of litho- 
tomy already published in this Journal by 
La Fosse, Mr. Lucas and Mr. Mogford,* 
(see pages 61 and 319, Vol. I1., 1827-8,) 
which have been successful, we have now 
to record another, which was lately per- 
formed by Mr. Assistant Sewell at the Vete- 
rinary College; but, in this instance, the 
calculus appears to have been little more 
than one-third the size of that which was 
extracted by Mr. Mogford, which is stated 
to have weighed nearly five ounces. 

An aged hunter (chesnut gelding), the pro- 
perty of the Honourable G. A. Broderick, 
was admitted into the College stables in 
February last, fur some affection of the blad- 
der, frequently staling turbid and bloody 
urine. After remaining there some time 
without getting better, and without any ex- 
planation of the nature of the disease hav- 
ing been attempted either by the Professor 
or the operator, and the usual College rou- 
tine of practice having been gone through, 
the animal was given up to the College for 
experiment ; andthe Professor’s assistant, 
Mr. Sewell, it appears, examined the blad- 
der, through the rectum, in the usual way, 
by introducing the hand, but was not sa- 
tisfied as to the nature of the disease; for, 

rior to commencing the operation, he 
stated that he did not know whether a stone 
existed in the bladder, or whether it was 
a tumour ; but he believed he could feel a 
something ! 

The operation was performed after the 
horse had been thrown and secured, by 
drawing the penis from the sheath, intro- 
ducing a whalebone probe up the urethra, 
and cutting down on it in the way Mr, Mog 
ford did ; but although the calculus was but 
diminutive, the external excision was made 
so small that it could not be extracted, and 
the opening into the bladder was enlarged 
five times, with a probe-pointed bistoury, 
and ultimately the stone extracted. The 
operation occupied nearly half an hour; 
considerable hemorrhage occurred, and not- 
withstanding the force used with the for- 
ceps, which, at one time, were pulled by 
two persons, the horse soon recovered, and 
is now doing well, the operation having been 
performed upwards of a month. 

To the thinking and enlightened mem- 
bers of the veterinary profession, it must 





* M.Girard, Director of the Royal Ve- 
terinary School at Alfort, has published 9 
Memoir on Lithotomy in Horses. ' 
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certainly appear extremely strange, that a 
case of so rare occurrence at the College 
should be seot for discussion to a set of 
Dubs, and others, and not to a Veterinary 
Society, of which there are two in London, 
and to each of which Mr, Sewell belongs. 
Physicians are a class of medical men, who, 
as a body, Mr. Coleman has repeatedly 
asserted, never make good veterinary prac- 
titioners. How comes it that the men who 
compose the conclave in Pall Mall East, 
should be competent to discuss and judge 
of the merits or demerits of a surgical 
operation on the human subject, when their 
laws prevent even surgeons from being ad- 
mitted amongst them? This we must leave 
Messrs. Sewell and Coleman to explain. 


























ON THE EFFICACY OF THE ERGOT OF RYE. 
By R. Surru, Esq., Chertsey. 


Attnoven the pages of your valuable 
Journal contain many cases of the efficacy 


of the ergot of rye in protracted labours, | 


MR. SMITH’S CASE OF LINGERING LABOUR. 


exclaimed, “ Good God, what have you 
| given me ? it flies all over like lightning !"’ 
is was almost instantaneousl, 

by strong pains; the head m 

and every thing indicated a speedy delivery. 
‘In twenty minutes the pains rather abated, 
| when another glassful was given ; they im- 
mediately retursed, and in afew minutes 
a fine full-sized living child was born ; the 
placenta quickly followed, and the patient is 
going on very well. 





HOPITAL BEAUJON, 





CARIES OF THE STERNUM, SUCCESSFULLY 
TREATED BY THE ACTUAL AND POTEN- 
TIAL CAUTERY. 


T.C., wtat. 17, of a lymphatic constitution, 
was, on the 7th of April, 1828, admitted on 
tof di d sternum ; the soft 
were free from disease, and no swelling of 
the bone could be discovered, but the vio- 
lent shooting pain, and extreme tenderness 





t I am induced to offer the following, as | of the upper third of the sternum, rendered 


particularly illustrative of its influence 
under circumstances favourable for its being 


given. 

On Sunday week last, I was requested to 
visit Mrs. P—, who had been in labour 
since the Friday morning preceding, She 
was nearly 40 years of age, short in stature, 
and not (in the usual acceptance of the 
term) a wabdiued woman, She had been 
the mother of two still-born children, at the 
premature period of seven months, but had 
bow gone the full period of utero-gestation. 
An intelligent midwife was in attefflance 
on her, from whom | obtained an outline of 
her case. 

On Friday morning, early, she was taken 
in labour, with slight pains, when the mem- 
branes gave way, and the head of the child 
was found to present. In the course of the 
day the pains gradually increased, but they 
were not at any time very strong—the head 
gradually descended, and on the following 

ay (Saturday) it had made farther pro- 
gress, but towards evening the pains had 
totally ceased. 1 saw her about i? o'clock 
on Sunday morning, when | found the scalp 
nearly at the og externum, the woman free 
from the slightest uterine pain, and not de- 
pressed in strength or spirits ; in this state 
she was reported to have been during the 
preceding eighteen hours, 
ding the case as inviting a fair trial 
of the secale cornutum, I immediately pre- 
dav infusion of one drachm of the 
ised ergot to eight ounces of boiling 
water. When sufficiently cooled, she took 
® Wine-glass full; in a few minutes she 


it almost certain that the bone was in a state 
of incipient caries. The disease was of six 
weeks standing, and had been brought on 
by continued pressure against the chest. 
Under the repeated application of leeches 
and poultices, an abscess formed, was open- 
ened by caustic, and having discharged a 
great quantity of purulent matter, soon 
healed ; a new accumulation of matter, how- 
ever, took place ; and having been evacuated 
asecond time, a deep fistulous ulcer remained. 
On the 20th July, the patient was placed un- 
der the care of MM. Marjolin Blandin, 
and was then in the following state. The 
upper third of the sternum being carious to 
alarge extent, was covered with fungous 
granulations ; at one part it was completely 
perforated, so as to admit the finger into the 
mediastinum; suppuration was aot very 
profuse, and it was only on making a very 
deep inspiration, that a small quantity of 
purulent matter was seen issuing from the 
bottom of the fistulous opening. The pa- 
tieat suffered much from pain, and was con- 
siderably wasted, and had hectic fever. An 
incision was made into the ulcer, to promote 
the evacuation of purulent matter, but this 
was followed only by a transient improve- 
ment; the purulent matter quickly accumu- 
lated at the bottom of the fistulous passage, 
aud the external wound became covered 
with fungoid grauulations, which bled on 
the least touch, and caused incessant pain. 
The caustic having repeatedly been applied 
without any effect, M. Blandin, on the ¢3d 
of September, performed the following ope- 
ration: —A large crucial incision having 
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heen made over the fistulous opening, the 
four flaps were dissected back, and haviug 
, been laid bare, the sternum was scraped, 

far as it was found to be carious; the 
wound was simply dressed, and covered with 
compresses, ‘Three days after the opera- 
tion; the flaps being much swelled, and the 
wound filled with a greyish fungus, the ac- 
tual cautery was applied to the denuded 
part of the sternum. On the fifth day the 
eschar was detached, and the wound began 
to suppurete profusely; the ulcerating sur- 
face had a healthy appearance, and the pus 
was of a laudable kind ; the swelling of the 
wound had subsided, and the lower surface 
of the flaps began to unite firmly to the 
sternum. On the 8th of October, a very 
small portion of bone being still felt rough 
and denuded, was hed with the nitrate 
of mercury. The wound of the soft parts ra- 
pidly healed, and cicatrisation was nearly 
complete. On the 15th of November, a smail 
fistulous opening only remained, leading to 
the carious portion of the sternum, to which 
the nitrate of mercury was repeatedly ap- 
plied, but without any visible effect, until, 
on the 18th of December, a small fluctuating 
tumour was observed somewhat below the 
fistulous ulcer, and having been freely 
pase discharged a considerable quantity 
of purulent matter. From this period the 
ulcer healed, under the repeated application 
| as nitrate of mercury - ~! on a 0 
of January, the patient wes discharged cured. 
Journ. Hebdom. 








GLASGOW ROYAL INFIRMARY, 


LITHOTOMY. 

James Harvie, a weaver, aged 37, was 
admitted by Dr, Couper, March 12, labour- 
ing under the usual symptoms of stone in 
the bladder, He complains of frequent 
calls to pass his urine, being seldom able to 
retain it for more than an hour. Afiter it 
has passed, the pain in the neck of his 
bladder becomes particularly severe. He 
had suffered from the complaint for sixteen 
years prior to his admission, but his unea- 
siness for some time past had been much 
aggravated by his having taken some soda 
— by advice of a surgeon in Town. 

he deposit from his urine he described as 
at one time of a white, and at another of a 
pink, colour. 

13. A consultation held to-day on the case. 
No difficulty was experienced in passing a 
sound into the bladder; the stone was de- 
tected on the right side, and, from its having 
frequently been found in the same situation, 
it. was concluded that it had formed some 
attachment to the viscus. No doubt was 





entertained as to the nature of the disease. 
The patient was therefore advised to sub- 
mit to an operation, to which he readily 
consented. Dr. Couper, — ote er 
proper to tpone its performance a 
be dic Lm ys the mean time, ordered 
lim the hip-bath every evening, with an 
injection of the tincture of opium ; he wes 
also enjoined the recumbent position, 

18. The operation was performed to-day, 
in the presence of more than two hundred 
students, The poor man was brought into 
the theatre some five minutes before the 
surgeons, and was left to shiver, cover- 
ed by a blanket, on the operating table, 
till their arrival. At length Dr. Couper 
came, followed by Mr. Cowan, deco- 
rated for the deeds of the dey. Behind 
came an immense number of surgeons, fol- 
lowed by some half score of gazing clerks. 
These gentry brought up the rear of the 
phalanx, which, forming three deep, each 
row was saluted with a hiss as they entered, 
which, no doubt, must have been infinitely 
grateful to their ears, Some of the strangers 
seemed a little abashed, but the expression 
of disapprobation, however marked, pro- 
duced no other effect on the impudent ia- 
truders than keeping them at a respectable 
distance. 

‘The patient was bound in the usual way, 
and a curved staff introduced, The exter- 
nal inci was cautiously made. Five or 
six minutes were, however, consumed be- 
fore the urethra was opened. ‘This delay was 
partly occasioned by the hardened cicatrix 
of a fistula in ano, which had been leid open 
some three or four years before. Being*at 
length opened, a probe-pointed bis' 
was next run along the groove of the staif 
into the bladder. The staff was then with- 
drawn, and the forceps introduced. The 
stone being laid hold of, was easily extract- 





ed by a slight — motion ; its attach. 
i 


ment to the bladder, if there actually were 
any, must have been particularly slight, from 
the apparent ease with which it was de- 
tached. A piece of oiled lint was placed 
in the wound, and the patient put to bed, 

The calculus appeared to be an ammo- 
nieco-magnesian phosphate. It was of an 
oval, flattened form, and was of considerable 
size; it might weigh from one-and-a-half 
to two ounces. 





ST. THOMAS’S HOSPITAL. 


PLEURITIS, 

Eten Burry, aged 28, admitted, under 
the careof Dr. Elliotson, iuto Dorcas’ Ward, 
No. 7, on the 1¢th of March. States that 
she has had a cough during the last fort- 
night, but has not experienced any pain 
from it until a week since, She now com. 








28 


plains of lancinating pain under the right | 


mamma, shooting through to the back, aiso 
between the shouldérs, and extending | 
eround the lower pert of the chest ; she is 
unable to take a deep inspiration, and the 
pain is increased by coughing. The whole 
of the abdomen is tender on pressure ; the 
pain not increased by turning in bed, and | 
can lie equally well on either side ; respi- | 
ration 40 in the minute, irregular in extent ; 
pulse 80, intermitting; tongue dry and 
coated ; bowels constipated ; occasional vo- 
miting ; was bled yesterday, but without 
finding any relief. Ordered to be bled from 
the arm to syncope, to take éwenty grains 
of submuriate of mercury immediately, and 
house medicine in the evening, if required. 
Upwards of 40 ounces of blood were ab- 
atracted before fainting was produced. 

1S. The bowels were not acted upon un- 
til the salts and senna had been adminis- 
tered, since which the patient has had two 
evacuations. Pains much mitigated, and 
cough somewhat abated; pulse 80, com- 
pressible ; tongue furred, brown and dry ; 


| 





vomited once this morning. Let the sub- 
muriate of mercury be repeated, and, if| 
necessary, house medicine the following | 
morning. 

14. The mouth has become sore, but! 
otherwise better. The house medicine was | 
taken; bowels open. 

16. Pulse 82, intermitting, soft, and com- 


pressible; complains of but little pain, 

cough rather troublesome, and breathing | 

dificult ; bowels open. - =| 

18. Perfectly free from pain ; coughs very 

e ; dyspnea less ; bowels regular ; gums 
sore. 

20. Has no 


in or cough ; mouth nearly 
well. Ordered farineceous diet. 

23. Is quite well, and in all probability 
will leave the Hospital to-morrow. 


SUB-FASCIAL ABSCESS. 


King’s Ward.—James Morrison, et. 46, of | 
weak and emaciated appearance, ceme into 
the Hospital about 12 o’clock on Monday, | 
the 9th of March, with an extensive sub- | 
fascial abscess of the thigh and leg. When) 


SUB-FASCIAL ABSCESS.—REMITTENT FEVER. 


from which escaped about 12 ounces of dark- 
coloured pus. ‘The limb was raised apon a 
pillow, and strapped above and below the 
wound; over it was laid a linseed-meal 
poultice. Pulse 84, and feeble ; to take 


Sulphate of quinine, 3 grains every six 
hours ; 
mutton chop, and a pint of porter daily ; 
house medicine as occasion may require. 
10. Has experienced considerable relief, 
and the limb is less inflamed ; bowels open. 
11. Inflammation much abated ; bowels 
very much relaxed; pulse 70. Another 
incision was made above the knee, on the 
outer side, from which pus was discharged. 
To take of 
Chath mixture, 1 ounce ; 
Tincture of opium, 10 minims ; 
Aromatic confection, 20 grains, every six 
hours ; 
Port wine, 4 ounces, daily. 


13. Not so much ed; bowels opened 
twice only during the night ; inflammation 
and swelling considerably abated; pulse 
small and feeble. An incision made about 
the middle of the thigh, on the outer side, 

14. Mr. Green ordered another incision 
to be made over the popliteal space, from 
which, as well as from those that have al- 
ready been opened, pus readily e , but 
little inflammation, or swelling of the limb, 
now remains. The patient is free from pain. 
Pulse 60, rather full; sloughing of the in- 
teguments bas commenced at the lower 


incision. 


16. Wounds continue freely to discharge ; 
appetite good; bowels regular ; sleeps well 
at night, and is quite free from paia. 

18. Discharge less, and more healthy ; 


sloughing of the integuments extending at 


the lower part. 

20. Discharge still less; surfaces that 
have sloughed now begin to granulate. 

31. There is now scarcely any discharge, 


and the wounds are nearly healed; general 


health much better than when admitted, 


REMITTENT FEVER. 
John Ryan, etat. 28, was admitted into 


admitted, the parts were very much swollen, | Edward’s Ward, oa the 12th of March, un- 
red, and livid, extending from just above the | der the care of Dr. Ellictson. The patient 
ancle, to near the upper third of the thigh,| states, that he hes been living latterly in 
completely enveloping the knee-joint. Great| the city; but in December last, was at 
teuderness was felt at the upper part of the | New Havre, in Sussex, at which time ague 


limb, and the lower part wes cedematous. | 
The patient stated, that it commenced on 
the Monday previously, with two small| 


was prevalent there. He now has a rigour 
about twelve o'clock every alternate night, 
succeeded by high fever, and afterwards by 


pimples situated over the patella; these | sweating ; the fever is continual, accompa: 


were soon followed by extensive inflamma- | 


tion, he was put to bed, and the abscess wt 


nied with thirst and headach. During the 
rigour, and fever immediately succeeding it, 





dered, by Mr. I'yrrel!, to be opened ; accord- | he complains of pains in the limbs, which 
kd a free incision was made on the outer cease on the commencement of the sweat- 
ide of the leg, about three inches in length, | ing stage. Was first attacked twelve days 
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DISLOCATION OF FRACTURE? 29 


Fae an owils oe benpeanensest 
three days $ vomits uently ; 
tongue ome Galant to take fh amar 
Calomel, 12 grains. 
Sulphate of quinine, 5 grains three 
times a-day; 
House medicine, if required. 

13. Bowels open ; pulse 64 ; fever less. 

14, Had a rigour last night at the usual 
time, but says it was much more slight than 

lously ; the fever continued five or six 

after. Isat present free from head- 

ach and fever ; has had no stool since yes- 

tendon, House medicine daily, and conti- 
nue the sulphate of quinine. 

16, Has had no shiver since the night of 
the 13th; free from pain ; tongue clean at 
the edges ; bowels opened once yesterday. 

20. Tongue clean and moist ; pulse natu- 
ral; has no fever or rigours; put on house 
diet. 

The patient continued to improve, end 
left the Hospital quite well, on Thursday 
the 26th of March. 





ST. BARTHOLOMEW’S HOSPITAL. 


Samvuet Taytor, et. 48, a tailor, short, and 
of a sallow complexion, was admitted into 
Colston’s Ward, under the care of Mr. Vin- 
cent, on Friday night, March 20, at eleven 
o'clock, with probably a dislocation of the 
right femur. The accident occurred by his 
ing been thrown down by a cellar-door in- 
completely shut, projecting above the pave- 
ment. He was removed to the operating 
theatre, and extension made by the house- 
surgeon with the pulleys, but without being 
able to effect a reduction of the dislocation. 
Considerable swelling in the neighbourhood 
of the joint supervened, and he was re- 
turned to bed. 

21. Mr. Vincent considers that there is 
a dislocation of the bead of the femur, 
either upon the dorsum of the ilium, or into 
the ischiatic notch! He‘ has ordered the 

ient to be brought again into the theatre ; 
essrs. Earle, Lioyd, and Stanley, agree 
that there is dislocation. The patient hav- 
ing been placed on the table, and the pulleys 
applied, extension was kept up for ten 
minutes, and every effort made by Mr. Vin- 
cent to bring the head of the bone into its 
natural situation, but without effect. The 


patient was by no means placed on the 
table in the manner best calculated to afford 
facility of reduction. In the course of the 
extension, it was thought a crepitus was 
perceived, and after the pulleys were re- 


|moved, @ rigid examination, occupying 
| twenty minutes, with a view to detect - 
ture, was instituted by the su s already 
named, with the exception of Mr. Earle, who 
had left the theatre. In the result, nf 
agreed that a fracture, accompanied wi 
dislocation, did exist in the neighbourhood 
of the joint, but of what, or in what particu- 
lar part, they could not make out. The 
poor man was, accordingly, again, for a 
second time, returned to bed. 

25. Since Saturday has experienced con- 
siderable pain about the joint, but is now 
somewhat easier, The swelling is much re- 
duced. A cold lotion has been kept ap- 
= over the part, and the bowels regu- 

te 

28. Has been kept quiet till to-day with- 
out further examination, or renewed at- 
tempts at reduction. Cold applications to 
the hip-joint and neighbour! , and aperi- 
ents have been the treatment. To-day Mr. 
Vincent repeated his examination, and, in 
the result, expressed his satisfaction that he 
had perceived crepitus and fracture in the 
neighbourhood of the joint. He did not con- 
sider it judicious to be so rigid in his exami- 
nation, as to enable him to ascertain, with 
any degree of accuracy, where, or of what, 
part the fracture was. 

Mr. Earle, at this moment, entered the 
same ward, and finding the nature of the 
case to be stated as still ambiguous, desired 
to be allowed to examine the patient, On 
removing the bed-clothes, he stated the po- 
sition of the limb was completely altered 
from the manner in which it lay when he 
had last seenit. On the former occasion 
it was inverted, the sole of the foot crossing 
the dorsum of the foot of the sound limb, 
and presenting the usual appearance of a 
dislocation of the head of the thigh-bone 
upon the dorsum ilii; but now the whole 
extremity was lying straight in every re- 
spect, the toes pointing upwards, as the 
other. Grasping the parts about the joint 
with one hand, rotating the limb with the 
other, and subsequently getting an assistant 
to rutate it, he declared he had found most 
distinctly, that there was dislocation of the 
head of the femur upon the ilium, and a 
fracture at the base of the neck. He felt 
the head of the bone “ like a cricket- ball,” 
as he said, motionless, while the femur was 
rotating freely. He regarded the patient 
as a ricketty subject, and thought it highly 
probable the fracture had been occasioned 
by the efforts made to reduce the disloca- 
tion, The patient did not fall twice, nor 
receive eny second injury whén he fell. 
The length of the limb is as nearly as possi- 
ble the same as that of the other, though 
from a boy, till now, this leg had been 
somewhat shorter than the other, owing to 
— slizht attack of disease about the hip- 














joint, of which the patient canndt give 
distinct account. 

$1. Remains quiet, and in the same po- 
sition. No further attempt at reduction, or 
to bring the fractured parts in apposition, 
has been made. Mr. Earle descri the 
head to be situated nearly behind the tro- 
chanter major. 


FPRACTURE—PHLEBITIS. 


Thomas Haytred, wtat. 34, was admitted 
under the care of Mr. Lawrence, February 
18, into Rahere’s Ward, with a fracture of 
the tibia and fibula of the left Jeg, about 
4 inches above the ancle-joint. Plas fair 


hair, is of alight complexion, and extremely 
irritable disposition. The limb put up in 
splints, and ordered to be bled to eighteen 
—— the pulse being full and the tongue 


March 2. A week after the bleeding, in- 
flammation of the punctured vein super- 
vened, and pus appeared to be secreted in 
it. Ordered twelve leeches around the 
orifice and to take five grains of the com- 
pound colocynth pill. 

4. The inflammation is extending down 
the arm, and the forearm is swelled. Apply 
eighteen leeches more. 

5. Inflammation still extending down the 
vein and forearm ; and the hand consider- 
ably swollen. Apply twelve leeches, and 
wrap the limb in a poultice. 

6. Apply twenty-four leeches. 

9. There is evidently an induration of the 
vein, extending from the orifice downwards 
for about sixinches. The swelling is some- 
what abated, and the inflammation subsiding. 

18. The arm, to which the principal at- 
tention has hitherto been directed, is stil! 
going on well. The inflammation never 
extending above the orifice made by the 
lancet, but descended along the forearm and 
info the hand. The hardiess, which, to 
the touch, very much resembles a strong 
tendon, is gradually subsiding, and the poul- 
tice may now be left off. 

30, The arm is now quite well; the bones 
of the leg united, and the patievt is fast re- 
covering. During the inflamed state of the 
vein and arm, no particular constitutional 
derangement took place. ‘Ihe tongue occa- 
sionally was brown and coated, the patient 
irrituble (habitually so) but nothing further. 
The patient is a sawyer, and the Jeg was 
broken by a piece of timber falling upon him ; 
his arm likewise received a blow at the 
same time. 


FRACTURE. 

Judith Haywood, etat. 60, was admitted 
on Sunday morning, 9th of March, into 
Queen's Ward, under the care of Mr. Law- 





FRACTURE—PHLEBITIS.—SOMNAMBULISM. 


rence, with a fracture of the right leg near 
to the ancle-joint, su to be of both 
bones, occasioned M4 a fall down some steps 
of a staircase. The patient is a strong 
woman, dark-complexioned, a dram drinker, 
and has obtained her living lately by selling 
oysters in the streets. The limb put up in a 
fracture box, and aperient medicine ered. 

12. Last night became delirious, got the 
leg out of the fracture box, got out of bed, 
broke some of the windows in the ward, and 
considerably injured the leg, before she 
could be secured. She has now been re- 
moved into another ward, has the strait- 
waistcoat on, and is in a state of the great- 
est mental excitement. Last night the 
tincture of opium, to a considerable extent, 
was admmistered by the house+surgeon, 
which, in the end, ted a little rest. 
Ordered a drachm of the dilute sulphuric 
acid, an ounce of the syrup of orange peel, 
and three ounces of the syrup of roses, of 
which a wine-glassful is to be taken every 
two hours, also an enema. 

Nine o'clock, P.a., rather more quiet, but 
still very restless. The bowels have not 
been moved, Take a drachm of the tinc- 
ture of opium every four hours. 

13. Is now quite collected. From near 
the head of the tibia, as low down as to the 
middle of the dorsum of the foot, the limb 
presents a tumid and gangrenous appear- 
ance. Complains of great depression and 
weakness. Ordered a small quantity of 
brandy and water every hour. 

14. She died last mght. On examining 
the leg, the fracture was found to be of 
both bones, and extended into the ancle- 
joint. The vessels of the brain, and its 
coverings, were greatly distended, and the 
lateral ventricles filled with water. 


SOMNAMBULISM. 


Thomas Barrow, extat, 50, admitted into 
No. 11, Colston’s Ward, under the care of 
Mr. Vincent, with fractured ribs and em- 
physema. “Yhe patient dark-complexioned, 
& muscular man, and by trade a sawyer, 
Was admitted at one o’clock on Sunday, 
the 14th of September. From a child had 
been in the habit of occasionally getting up 
at night, and walking in his sleep. Satur- 
day night had slept in a strange bed near 
Highgate, and as he had often done before, 
got up to make his nocturnal perambulation. 
Supposes he must have taken the window 
for the door, not having been able to find the 
latter ; —_— it, he leaped out of the 
room, and fell a distance of thirty feet. The 
shock awoke him, and his cries brought 
him assistance. He was unable to move. 
When brought to the hospital, there was 
considerable emphysema over the chest, aud 
fracture of the ribs, but, in consequence 
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ERYSIPELAS—FRACTURE.—MR. RAY. 


ied, and he was bledad 5x. 


. submur., gr. iij. C5 
Pulv. jalap., xv. statim. 


. ; avet., &. %. 3); 
viij. . coch., ij. 
is Genaee hers: oe 
15. Venesection ad xyj. Feels better. 
Passed a restless night, though better than 
the night before. Pulse small and wiry, 


arassed with a a tae he 


ing was, to remove the injured parts; and, 
accordingly, the patient was conveyed to the 
operating theatre, and amputation, at the 
middle of the forearm, immediately per- 
formed. The arm was supported almost 
horizontally from the body of the patient, 
and in such a position as to bring the radius 
directly over the ulna. The operator then 
introduced a double-edged knife on the 
inside of the radius, thrust perpendicu- 
larly down, until it projected below the 
ulna close upon its inner surface ; the knife 
was next carried a little towards the palm . 
of the hand, was then turned, and a flap 
made by dividing the soft parts in the re- 
moval of the knife. A flap was made on 
the outer side of the arm in a similar man- 
ner. The inter-osseous ligament then di- 
vided, and the bones sawn through from 


pt| without inwards. With a pair of scissors, 


19. Continuing to improve, 
Oct, 23, Discharged cured. 


—__-___ 
ERYSIPELAS. 


Henry Woodrow, etet. 20, a working 
silversmith, admitted into Darker’s Ward, 
under the care of Mr. Lawrence, March 
3rd, with phlegmonous erysipelas of the 
right leg, and suppuration partially making 
its way externally. Was not sensible of 
having received any injury. Slight pein, 
swelling, and redness, supervened, which 
induced him to come to the hospital. The 
leg is now much swollen, and the infamma- 
tion extending from close to the knee down 
to the ancle-joint very considerable. Mr. 
Lawrence has made an incision near the 
course of the rior tibial artery, through 
the skin and fascia, eight inches in length. 
Ordered aperient medicine, and afterwards 
the saline mixture. 

11. The wound has discharged a good 
deal. Has a healthy appearance about the 
edges, but rather unfavourable in the centre 
to the extent of about two inches in the 
middle of the leg. 

March 31. Wound ceeded healing 
slowly, and the patient is now almost able 
to leave the hospital. 


FRACTURE, 


Richard Harris, etat. 30, was admitted 
iato Rahere’s Ward, March 26, under the 
care of Mr. Lawrence, with the right hand 
severely lacerated, and a comminuted frac- 
ture of the carpal ends of both bones of the 
forearm. The accident occurred between 
twelve and one o'clock. The patient is a 
strong healthy man, of a fair complexion, 
and sandy-coloured hair. Mr. Lawrence 
comiient that the only mode of proceed- 


the projecting ends of several tendons were 
removed, four ligatures applied, the flaps 
brought together, and the patient then 
taken to . 

This form of operation was, in a great mea- 
sure, novel at this hospital, and it was not 
considered to have been neatly performed. 4 

27. Between eight and nine o'clock last 
night, hamorrliage from the stump took 
place ; the straps were removed, four more 
arteries secured, the dressing again applied, 
cold cloths resorted to, and the further 
bleeding suppressed. In about balf an hour 
afterwards, sixteen ounces ef blood were 
taken from the left arm, and the patient 
ordered to be kept quiet. 

31. Going on pretty well. The arm is 
slightly tumid and inflamed, but the patient 
expresses himself comfortable ; the dress- 
ings have been removed, healthy pus is se- 
creting, and there is every reason to believe 
the result will be favourable. 








WILLIAM RAY.—DUBLIN ANATOMISTS. 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


Sirn,—With reference to the communi- 
cation from LErinensis, inserted in your 
last Number on the exportation of subjects 
from Dublin, I take leave to observe, that 
instead of Wilson Rae, 1 believe William 
Rae ought to be read. Now under this de- 
nomination, Sir, you will find a member of 
tle College of Surgeons of London; or, to 
be more particular, he is designated William 
Rae, R.N. Erinensisis mistaken in calling 
Mr, Rae (which should be spelt Ray) a 
Scotsman. He is a native of the Isle of 
Man, Mrs. Ray is a countrywoman of his 
own, and a native of Dublin. Erinensis 
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Seems to think the teachers, of Dublin, have 
been deterred from ‘‘actively opposing” 
the exportation of subjects, and thereby 
preventing poachers from entering their 
“‘ preserve.” He is but partially informed 
on this business ; means have been employed 
to continue the monopoly, and such means! 
Free Trap. 





AGUE. 


To the Editor of Tux Lancer. 


I po not know whether it is usual to com- 
bine quinine with i for the cure of 
e, but havi iven a great deal to the 
weer in my neighbourhood, 1 am inclined to 
think that it not only renders the effect more 
certain, but that a much less quantity of the 
uinine, which is very expensive, will be 
md sufficient. A pill containing quinine 
sulphat, gr. i. and pulv. capsici. gr. ij., taken 
four times a dey, I have never known to fail, 

even in cases of long standing. 

1 am, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 

Aw Amateur. 








TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Communications received from Dr. R, 
Wilson—Dr.Shipman—Mr. George Bridoes 
—Mr. D. O. Edwards—O.—A Guy's Pupil 
—Student of St. Georges’—Mr. Q uintin— 
Mr. Simpron—T. H.—Mr. Towne—Z. &.— 
AGreat Admirer—Mr. A, Stewart, 2d Dra- 
goons—H. T.—Mr. J. Abbott—Paul Pry— 
A Young Bat—Querist—No Dub—Mr. E. 
Wilson—L.—Mr. Cooke. 


We have been obliged to postpone the 
insertion of the remainder of Dr. Corrigan’s 
Essay—Dr. Blundell's Lecture—Mr. Ed- 
wards’s biographical sketch of the late Dr. 
Hennen—Mr. Simpson's letter on Mr. Law- 
rence’s clinical remarks on his operation of 
Lithotomy—NMr. Stewart's paper on Small 
Pox, and several other communications, 
until next week. 


The Index to the contents of the present 
Number, will be found on one of the pages 
of the wrapper, where it will be placed in 
future, whenever time shall permit. ' 

We are sorry that “‘ A Young Bat” is 
* floored,” but he is only in the situation of 
many of his seniors ; iowever, as he appears 
to have lost his caste rather from his virtues 
than his vices, we shall endeavour to raise 
him upon some eminence, whence he may 





AGUE.—CORRESPONDENTS. 















start anew, and wriggle out abetter and more 
fortunate course. 

Z. &. The “ Portrait” is left at our 
office. We did not recognise the likeness. 


Mr. Pilcher was the successful candidate 
at the Surrey Dis ; Mr. H. Mey- 
mott the unsuccessful. th of these gen- 
tlemen, we believe, are fully competent to 
execute the duties of the Mr, 
Pilcher purchased 300 votes, as late as the 
Saturday previous to the election. This 
practice is not unusual in such affairs. In 
fact, the whole system of Government in 
our Hospitals, Infirmaries, and Dispen- 
saries, is corrupt, and these Institutions are 
fast reducing the profession to ruin, Opu- 
lent tradesmen can now receive, gratuitously, 
medicines and medical advice, in almost 
every street, and, probably not a hundred 
yards distant, there is to be _— Poff Te- 
gularly-educated and hi ily, 
steeped in the pte: nw of poverty ; aud 
this is the result of what the Infirmary and 
Dispensary-mongers bave the impudence 
tocall—Cnarity. 

Mr. Sheldrake will probably enable us to 
comply with the request of “ Querist.” 


We should be happy to reply personal! 
S the question of ** A Constant Reader,” 
ate R.N. 


The letter signed Henricus, has, we fear 
been mislaid. 

If J.L. (Islington) will favour us with an 
address, we shall feel much pleasure in 
sending him a——. He has too much good 
sense not to be aware, that an editor’s task 
is generally beset with difficulties. 


The beautiful drawing kindly forwarded 
by Mr. Head, is left at our office, 

Dr. Conolly, Saint, and Professor of 
the Nature and Treatment of Diseases at 
the London University, is about to present 
himself for examination at the Royal Col- 
lege of Physicians; and Dr. Watson, Pro- 
fessor of Clinical Medicine at the same 
University, will be one of his Examiners, 
Such is the state of medical -policy in this 
me tropolis ! 

Y. The Fellows of the College of Physi- 
cians dare not take such a step. 


The Portuguese emigrants are particu. 
larly anxious that Mr. Bransby Cooper 
should be sapensen Surgeon, ia ordinary, to 
Don Miguel. In this office they believe, 
that this notorious operator would soon ren- 
der both themselves and the “ liberals’’ of 
Europe a very essential service. 


Orders may be sent to the Office. There 
are an abundance of regular Newsmen. 








